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Introduction

In 2007, Gyan Devi was asked to coauthor a book to help Vermont’s Abenaki students 
apply to college and find scholarships to fund their education. Given that most of these 
students only had access to a computer at school or at the local library, they needed basic 
information on how to navigate search sites to find legitimate scholarships.

When my coauthor, Gyan Devi, passed this section of our writing task to me, the question 
we were trying to answer was how to find the most useful information on a scholarship 
site. But given that the large majority of today’s college bound grew up visiting the Net 
daily, the question seemed to be not so much about navigating a site and more about 
whether you’d want to even go there. Thus, we turned our focus to a review format to 
give readers our opinion, based on having thoroughly explored many scholarship sites, of 
the site’s worth in terms of ease of use and information shared.

Along the way was born our mortarboard rating system as a quick summation of the 
site’s overall value in your scholarship search. Taken into consideration in our rating 
system was information such as transparency of ownership and what the owner seemed to 
hope to achieve, the quality of the scholarship information shared—whether scholarship 
“fillers” and contests or solid leads for scholarship seekers, additional valuable 
information to help students through the scholarship hunting and application process, and 
use of tactics such as bait and switch or lures to get your information to sell. More detail 
about the kinds of things you’ll run into on scholarship sites are contained in the full 
review of each site.

This guide will help you avoid wasting your precious time on scholarship sites that 
provide little value or that appear to exist as a data-gathering tool. Instead, you’ll know 
which sites are worth the time you’ll invest in researching scholarships. If you’ve starting 
applying for scholarships, then you already know that the majority of your effort is spent 
on actually finding the scholarships. In our series, Get a Degree without Drowning in 
Debt, we provide books filled with scholarships scholarship ideas, leads, and links. They 
give you detailed information on eligibility requirements, award amounts, required 
documents, how to contact the funding organization, and, most importantly, the links to 
their online applications. The application is just a mouse click away. We’ve also 
organized the scholarships by deadline date so you can quickly find scholarships to apply 
for today.

As is true of any information on the Internet, these scholarship sites are in a constant state 
of flux, changing their look, navigation, and offerings—as it should be. Please keep this 
constant change in mind when you read these reviews. Although we have done our best 
to give you the latest information on these sites, life and the Internet is all about change, 
and we plan on updating these reviews on a regular basis to reflect that change.

Back to Top
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Overview

We’ve taken dozens of websites and mobile apps for a test drive, kicked the tires, and 
peeked under the hood. We’ve rated them on a scale of 1 to 5 mortar boards:

   = Not worth a drive-by

   = Take it for a spin but there are better sites to visit

   = Worth a test drive to see if it’s a good fit

   = Solid vehicle with good information and a decent place to search

   = Fasten your seatbelt, grab a cup of coffee, and plan to spend some 
time

If you check out our website and blog, you’ll see we don’t run ads or have search site 
sponsors. Our opinions are not for sale. We’re impartial so you get the real scoop. As you 
can imagine, we’re not very popular with some of the site owners, but students and 
parents love us.

Back to Top
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Search Engines

Adventures in Education  
http://www.aie.org

Adventures in Education is run by The Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation 
(TG), a nonprofit company that also administers and supports outstanding FFELP student 
loans for the federal government. From information gleaned on the Net, this appears to 
include student debt collection. The company states that it also provides information and 
services to help students with their college education.

The AIE site has a lot of decent information for fledgling college students, including 
planning and paying for college, finding a career, and managing your money. Under the 
“Paying for College” tab in the left-hand sidebar, you’ll find a wealth of information on 
topics like calculating the cost of going to college, scholarship and grant information, 
applying for financial aid, and filling out your FAFSA form. Also included are finance 
tools, loan repayment calculators, and post-graduation loan advice. Some of the 
information is specifically for students from Texas, but most of it will be helpful to all 
students.

The scholarship search feature is a keyword search, which you can access by clicking on 
“Where can I find scholarships or grants” in the left-hand sidebar or by choosing “Search 
for Scholarships” under Financial Aid on the Paying for College page. You can search by 
career field or major, by state, by the name of a college, or by another parameter that you 
think might garner results. You can use multiple words in your search to narrow the 
focus. The entire scholarship database is browsable one at a time (i.e., not in list form) by 
clicking on “scholarship list” on the Scholarship Search page. (The links to the previous 
and next scholarships are at the bottom of the individual scholarship pages.)

During our tests, we conducted a keyword search using “women” and had 207 matches, 
but when we searched for “female,” it returned 200 matches. Although other eligibility 
requirements usually applied with these scholarships and the scholarships weren’t highly 
targeted, this is a nice return for a site that doesn’t require you to spend a lot of time 
filling in forms to create a Student Profile.

Adventures in Education is a nice-looking, easy-to-navigate site with lots of potentially 
useful information. If you don’t mind that the owner of AIE is in the business of student-
debt collection, then by all means check out this site’s offerings. With no sign-up process 
or information sharing required, this is a low-stress place to look for scholarships.

Note: This is one of a number of sites that use the Wintergreen Orchard House database. 
You may see some crossover in the results of your scholarship search between these sites. 
See the entry for CollegeXpress for more information about this database.

Related Links:

Adventures in Education, a List, Not a Search Engine

AIE YouTube Channel

The Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation

http://www.tgslc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/fafsamadeeasy/playlists
http://www.larryonscholarships.blogspot.com/2013/04/sources-of-money-14-adventures-in.html
http://www.aie.org/
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Campus Explorer  
http://www.campusexplorer.com/

The campusexplorer.com site is owned and operated by Campus Explorer, Inc., a Santa 
Monica, CA-based company started in 2007 by CEO Jerry Slavonia. As the site’s name 
reflects, you’ll find a lot of information here related to finding a college, applying, and 
getting accepted. There are also articles on college entrance test prep, college planning 
for high school students (with checklists for each year of high school), and campus life. 
There is also a scholarship search feature.

To search for scholarships, you can choose any one of the category search links listed by 
major, school, or state. The sidebar scholarship search feature on the Scholarship page 
allows you to search by major, schools, state, application deadline, minimum award 
amount, background, affiliations, interests, and gender.

For our search, we entered our major and our state and got 382 results. The list of results 
indicated that the top three were 100% matches—two from the University of Kansas (our 
state of choice was Texas) and one of Campus Explorer’s “exclusive” $1,000 
scholarships. We’re not entirely sure how these got a 100% matching rating. The rest of 
our list came in at a 50% match. Since we only entered two search parameters, the results 
we got presumably matched only one of those. Clicking on a list item will take you to the 
individual page for that scholarship, which will give you the scholarship’s sponsor, 
application deadline, application difficulty, competition, scholarship eligibility 
requirements, and contact information. No links to the sponsoring organization are given, 
so you will have to look up the site and online application information on your own. 
What links are given refer back to web pages on Campus Explorer’s site.

In our scholarship search, we found that the preponderance of the scholarships listed were 
sponsored by individual schools. If you already know what school you’re going to attend, 
you can skip these and look up scholarships by school (or contact your school’s Financial 
Aid Office directly). Many of those scholarships we hadn’t seen on the other scholarship 
search sites we’ve visited, but how well the search feature helps to narrow down your 
results is questionable.

To save any search results, you’ll have to register with the site by providing your name, 
education level, graduation year, school, intended major, ZIP code, email address, and 
password. You can also save college searches and helpful articles from the site to your 
Planner. The Planner sidebar is a table of contents of your saved items and also includes a 
section of College Planning checklists (a very nice feature).

The Campus Explorer site has some good stuff, particularly under the college planning 
section. The scholarships returned in our search, although not well targeted and 
sponsored primarily by individual colleges and universities, were meaty scholarships, not 
the disappointing herd of essay contests to be found on other sites.

Related Links:

Crunchbase Review

http://www.crunchbase.com/organization/campus-explorer
http://www.campusexplorer.com/


Interview with Jerry Slavonia of Campus Explorer

Back to Top

Cappex  
http://www.cappex.com

Rather than being owned by a large education-oriented corporation, Cappex appears to be 
its own entity, with boards of directors and advisors. Cappex’s stated goal is to help you 
make informed decisions about your college choices, and the site has areas to help you 
look for and apply to colleges, figure out how much your yearly academic costs will be, 
and plan trips to visit the colleges that interest you.

To see any of the information on the Cappex website, you’ll need to create an account 
and build a Student Profile. You’ll be asked for your educational status, email address, 
contact information, academic background, and college preferences. Once you reach the 
Student Dashboard page, click on “My Scholarships” for your scholarship results.

Our profile gave us 52 scholarship matches. The list details the award amount, 
application deadline, how much effort the application will take, how much competition 
you’ll have for the scholarship, and a way to mark the listing as “maybe,” “not eligible,” 
“applied for,” “won,” etc. Selecting one of these “Next Steps” will add that scholarship to 
your Scholarship List. The individual scholarship entries also give you the scholarship 
overview, application requirements, and contact information. We also got an odd 
message on each scholarship page we clicked on, to wit: “Whoa now, speedy! This 
scholarship has other requirements that you may not qualify for...,” which looks like 
Cappex’s way of telling you to read the requirements before you apply.

Of our 52 results, 40 were billed as contests! Three more of those were “scholarships” 
from other scholarship search sites. That just left 9 that might be scholarships we’re 
interested in and eligible for. The eligibility for the remaining scholarships we looked at 
was to be a high school or college student with a GPA of 2.5 or better. Not much 
targeting happening here for four pages of shared information.

In our last review of this site, we thought it wasn’t too bad, but the results this time are so 
bad that we just can’t recommend wasting your time here. Unless, of course, you think 
contests rock. We’ve never seen this many scholarship contests gathered in one place 
before!

Related Links:

Cappex YouTube Channel

College Scholarship Search Site Snapshot: Cappex

YouTube: Scholarships Offered by Cappex

Back to Top

Career One Stop/Career InfoNet  
http://www.careeronestop.org/EducationTraining/Pay/Scholarships.aspx or 
http://www.careerinfonet.org (Select “Education + Training” Tab, select “Scholarships” 

http://www.careerinfonet.org/
http://www.careeronestop.org/EducationTraining/Pay/Scholarships.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=-of0DI-rYbc
http://www.scholarships.net/find-college-scholarships/cappex-scholarships
http://www.youtube.com/user/CappexCom?feature=
http://www.cappex.com/
http://www.socaltech.com/intrview_with_jerry_slavonia_campus_explorer/s-0010896.html


under “Pay” Column)

Sponsored by the US Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration, 
the Career One Stop site is specifically designed for people looking for jobs, ways to 
advance their careers, and the education needed to do that. Included under the 
Scholarships section are links to Wikipedia’s entry on scholarships, a scholarship listing 
by state, a link to College Board’s scholarship search engine (see review below), and 
Career One Stop’s own scholarship search feature. Using this feature, you can search 
either by category or by keyword, and we suggest trying both.

For the category search, you can choose your search parameters from the windows for 
Award Type, Residential Preference, Study Level, and Affiliation Restrictions. Each 
listing has a link, a general description of the scholarship, and eligibility requirements. 
Clicking on the scholarship name will bring up a new page of detailed information on 
that scholarship including a link to the funding organization.

In our category search, we used “Scholarship,” “No Residential Preference,” 
“Undergraduate,” and “No Affiliation Restrictions” for the above parameters—and got 1 
result, which required undocumented resident status. Once we changed our Residential 
Preference to “All United States,” we had 3303 results. Be aware, therefore, that clicking 
“No Residential Preference” will peg you as a non-US citizen. Also be aware that the last 
two parameters, Residential Preference and Affiliation Restrictions, are where you’ll be 
able to narrow the focus of your scholarship search, and you can choose multiple items 
for each category.

We also tried the Search by Keyword function using “women” as our keyword and had 
248 matching results. You can use multiple keywords in the same search to further refine 
your results.

The only drawback we found for this site is the lack of targeting, requiring you either to 
wade through a large stack of results or to fool around trying to get the search parameters 
focused enough to cut through the noise. On the plus side, this search engine is easy to 
use and didn’t require any personal information to conduct the search. The site has a high 
trustworthiness quotient, and it has other interesting stuff on it. And most importantly, the 
scholarship results themselves look really good—no contests, no challenges, no 
“scholarship” giveaways. If the only problem with a search engine is that you get too 
many meaty results, then we say bring it on!

Back to Top

The College Board/BigFuture  
http://www.collegeboard.com and http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

The College Board is an organization that prepares and administers standardized tests 
used in college admission and advanced placement, among them the hallowed SAT. 
Clicking on the Students tab in the middle of the page will take you to a page with a sign-
up box for SAT dates and pertinent information on taking advanced placement courses 
and the SAT. Further down the page are more links. If you have a disability and need 
accommodations, be sure to check out the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) 
page. (Go to http://www.collegeboard.com, select the “Students” tab, and look for the 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


“Services for Students with Disabilities” link in the Student Tools box in the right-hand 
sidebar.)

Under the BigFuture heading are links to pages about college planning, finding colleges, 
exploring majors and careers, getting application advice, and paying for college. The 
scholarship search engine link is in this section too: “Get help paying for college.”

To access the search engine, you’ll have to click on “Search” as it comes up two more 
times, and you’ll end up on the BigFuture segment of College Board’s site at the 
Scholarship Search page. From this page you can search by profile, keyword, or browse 
through the scholarship listings by sponsor.

For the profile search, you’ll select your search criteria in the Personal Information, 
Academic Information, Type of Award, and Affiliations Information tabs. If you want to 
save your search parameters, click the SAVE button at the bottom of each page so that 
you can redo your search without having to repeat this process. You will, however, be 
required to create a student account by supplying your name, gender, date of birth, high 
school graduation date, and ZIP code. If you don’t care about saving your search 
parameters, you can skip creating the account and go on your merry way to view your 
results. Our profile search netted us 48 results.

Each listing gives you the sponsor, application deadline, and award type and amount. 
Clicking onward for more detail adds eligibility and application requirements and 
sponsor contact information, including email and website addresses.

You can also perform a keyword search in the same place. Using multiple keywords in a 
single search will help focus your results. Our search keyword was “women,” which gave 
us a return of 55 scholarships. The scholarship list is displayed differently from the 
profile search, but the information is the same.

“Browse by sponsor name” is exactly what it sounds like—an alphabetic listing of 
sponsors and their scholarships, information given is the same as in the above two types 
of searches.

The bottom line, of course, is always the quality of the results returned, and the ones we 
got here were pretty good. Oddly, the keyword search and sponsor list seemed to have a 
better quality listing than the profile search, where a number of contests were sprinkled 
throughout the list.

The College Board/BigFuture site also gives you lots of information. That and the variety 
of ways to search, the choice of whether or not to share information, and the ease of use 
make this a site to spend some time on. And while you’re there, you can sign up for your 
SAT!

Related Links:

BBB Business Review: Customer Complaints Summary

College Board/BigFuture

College Board Cashing in on Push for More Degrees

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/23/college-board-cashing-in-_n_1446463.html
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.bbb.org/new-york-city/Business-Reviews/test-publishers/the-college-board-in-new-york-ny-98402


College Board YouTube Channel

College Board/BigFuture YouTube Channel

Not-for-Profit College Board Getting Rich as Fees Hit Students

Sources of Money 9: The Search Engine College Board

YouTube: Finding School Scholarships Using the College Board Scholarship Search 
Feature

Back to Top

College Prowler/Niche  
http://www.collegeprowler.com

College Prowler was originally created in 2002 by a cadre of graduate students, one of 
whom was Luke Skurman, current CEO of College Prowler, as a project for an 
entrepreneurship class at Carnegie Mellon University’s Tepper School of Business. In 
addition to a scholarship search feature, College Prowler has college search and ranking 
information and a related site for finding private K-12 schools.

The search feature on College Prowler has both web-portal and profile-search functions, 
so you can choose from either Scholarship Search or Scholarship Matcher depending on 
whether you’re in an information-sharing frame of mind.

Clicking on Scholarship Search will take you directly to the General category of the web 
portal search. We got 74 general scholarship listings with award amounts by clicking on 
this link. The individual scholarship links expand the listings to include deadline, contact 
information for the sponsoring organization, and eligibility requirements. The listings 
include an APPLY button that takes you directly to the funding organization’s web page. 
(You may need to explore the organization’s website to locate the scholarship 
application, however.) The results we got will also be given to anyone who clicks on this 
link, and so are completely random. In fact, if you click on the link multiple times, you’ll 
get different results each time. A number of these listings are scholarship drawings from 
scholarship search sites (including College Prowler) and essay contests, but there are 
some we’re not familiar with. You will have to pick through the eligibility requirements 
to see which ones apply to you.

You can also search on this page by category: Career, Interest, Major, Military, Race, 
Religion, Sports, or State. Then select a subcategory from the left sidebar. Most of the 
subcategories in this search will bring up fewer than 10 scholarships, but they are, for the 
most part, targeted scholarships, and there are so many categories to choose from, you 
might find some gems that are just right for you.

The Scholarship Matcher link will also let you search for scholarships without creating a 
profile. Lest you think this is a way around information sharing, that is not the case. We 
were initially presented with 11 scholarships without filling out anything but were told, 
“Registered users have more search criteria and unlimited results available to them.” 
After we entered our GPA, high school graduation year, state of residence, 
interests/hobbies, and major, we also got 11 results and a new button, REGISTER FOR 

http://www.collegeprowler.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXwDy0Tg6SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXwDy0Tg6SA
http://www.larryonscholarships.blogspot.com/2013/03/sources-of-money-9-search-engine.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-08-18/not-for-profit-college-board-getting-rich-as-fees-hit-students.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/bigfuture
http://www.youtube.com/user/collegeboard


MORE MATCHES. In fact, no matter how we altered the information in the sidebar 
search boxes, we got the same 11 scholarships over and over again. All of those results 
were either the familiar scholarship drawings from search engines or contests. You’ll 
have to register if you want more.

To register, you’ll be asked to enter your personal information for a free account. You’ll 
also need to fill out two more pages of information: About You (name, gender, race, birth 
date, and ZIP code) and Academic Info (intended major, intended degree type, current 
school, college graduation year, your high school, GPA, and your SAT/ACT scores if 
you have them). Skip the Schools Interested in You page (unless you want to be 
contacted by these schools). Both the SAVE AND CONTINUE button and “Go Straight 
to My Account” link take you to the same place. You can review and research 
information on your school selection, your major or set preferences and manage your 
Student Profile. We clicked on the My Scholarships tab and had a dismal 36 results 
including those we got just by conducting a simple search instead of building a Student 
Profile. This list gives you scholarship links, deadlines, and award amounts along with 
the ability to indicate if you’ve applied or to remove the listing. If you click on a 
scholarship name, you’ll get additional information including eligibility requirements and 
an APPLY button.

All in all, none of the four searches yielded anything more than mediocre results, replete 
with contests and search-engine scholarship drawings. The web portal search is your best 
bet on this site—it doesn’t require you to spend time building a Student Profile for what 
turn out to be better and more targeted results. An additional caveat: not all the results we 
viewed were up to date. We saw one entry that stated that the employees (and children 
thereof) of a certain bank were not eligible—a bank that was swallowed up by another 
bank back in 2008. With all this in mind, we suggest you don’t make College Prowler 
your main source of scholarship information.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review

College Prowler/Niche on YouTube

College Prowler/Niche in Wikipedia

Back to Top

College View  
http://www.collegeview.com

College View is owned by Hobsons’, an “education solutions” company that is part of the 
UK-based Daily News and General Trust media network. It’s difficult from their website 
to figure out exactly what those solutions are, but it’s clear that web marketing and 
college-entrance test prep are part of the package. The College View site does provide 
lots of information about colleges (i.e., cost, number of students), which may be helpful 
to you in selecting a college to attend. You’ll also find articles on the admissions process, 
what to expect if you live on campus, and help with career choice. Finding scholarships is 
not the main deal here, but there is a financial aid section and a scholarship search 

http://www.collegeview.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niche_(company)
http://www.youtube.com/user/CollegeProwlerVideos
http://www.bbb.org/pittsburgh/business-reviews/digital-media/college-prowler-inc-in-pittsburgh-pa-22000514


feature.

The scholarship search link is on the Financial Aid page underneath Financial Aid 
Resources in the right-hand sidebar. Although it looks like you can search without 
registering, the last page you’ll come to will require you to sign up before getting to the 
results. You’ll need to enter personal and academic information, your ethnic heritage, 
interests, planned major, career goals, religious affiliation, clubs and organizations you 
participate in, and then set up a free account with your email address and password.

When we entered only basic information (such as gender, US citizenship, and state), we 
had 17 scholarship results—certainly not a spectacular return for the labor. We went back 
and filled in all pertinent information that we could and got 33 results. The scholarships 
list indicates the deadline date and award amount. Clicking on a specific scholarship will 
open a new window that outlines the eligibility requirements, contact information, and 
website link. You can save whatever scholarships you’re interested in to your “Favorites” 
folder.

Nearly the entire list of scholarships we got consisted of contests and scholarship 
drawings. There wasn’t one listing that we hadn’t seen over and over again on other sites. 
In tiny letters under the search results was the note “powered by SuperCollege” (see 
review below). With this bit of information in hand, we weren’t surprised by the 
mediocre results.

If we had to pick and choose which search engines were most helpful in terms of energy 
spent and information divulged versus useful scholarship returns, CollegeView wouldn’t 
be on the list. For scholarships, give this site a miss. Your time is better spent elsewhere 
unless you want to use the site’s other college-related resources.

Related Links:

CollegeView’s YouTube Channel (helpful if you’re in the college selection process; 
however, there’s nothing on using their search engine to locate scholarships)

BBB Business Review

Back to Top

CollegeData  
http://www.collegedata.com

The CollegeData site is owned by First Financial Bank USA, whose primary audience is 
college students and graduates vis-a-vis banking services and college funding. There isn’t 
much else on the site about the owners and their connection to education except a 
statement that 1FBUSA aims to help students learn to use credit wisely—along with two 
links to apply for a student credit card.

The site includes a scholarship search engine as well as some features not seen elsewhere. 
There’s a college match tool, several cost calculators, a College Chances calculator 
(you’ll have to register and log in to use this one), an Admissions Tracker, and general 
information about college.

http://www.collegedata.com/
http://www.bbb.org/cincinnati/Business-Reviews/computer-software-publishers-and-developers/hobsons-inc-in-cincinnati-oh-36001568
http://www.youtube.com/user/CollegeViewVideo/videos?view=0


To search for scholarships, click on the Pay Your Way tab at the top of the page, choose 
Scholarship Finder Search from the drop-down menu, and input your information to 
create a set of search parameters. In a basic search using GPA and gender, we received 
208 scholarship returns. Unlike most scholarship searches using gender as a parameter, 
this search actually returned gender-specific results. Each scholarship title is a hyperlink, 
taking you to a detailed page with the scholarship requirements, application deadline, and 
contact information. You can go back and revise your personal information, adding new 
keywords or hobbies, and re-run the search to get more targeted scholarship results. We 
went back and filled in more parameters for our search and got 105 results. These were 
well-targeted results and seemed to be organized by how well they matched our search 
parameters, so you will likely find your best matches early on in your list.

This site does allow you to save your search information to a Data Locker. To do this, 
you’ll need to create an account and login by entering your email address, name, date of 
birth, and ZIP code. Street address and telephone number fields are on the form but aren’t 
required.

The CollegeData site is worth your time and effort. The fact that you don’t need to create 
a profile unless you want to save your search results, the large number of scholarship 
returns, and the well-targeted search results are all big pluses. There’s a good chance 
you’ll find something worthwhile here.

Note: This site uses the Peterson’s Private Financial Aid database. You may see some 
crossover in the results of your scholarship search between this site and Peterson’s. See 
the entry for Peterson’s for more information about this database.

Back to Top

College Greenlight  
http://www.collegegreenlight.com/

College Greenlight is another site owned and operated by Cappex. The Home page has 
links to three sections: “Get Ready for College,” “Find Your Dream School,” and “Fund 
Your Education,” all of which will take you to a page to “Create [your] Account.” You’ll 
need to do this whether you’re choosing a college, want admissions tips and advice, or 
are looking for scholarship leads.

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the button under “Fund Your Education.”

• Enter your email address, create a password, and click on CREATE ACCOUNT.

• Enter your contact information including name, gender, birth date, ethnicity, home 
address, phone number, interested majors, and high school graduation date. Click 
CONTINUE.

• Enter required fields about your academic background including high school and 
GPA. Click CONTINUE.

• Enter the college preferences you choose. Click CONTINUE.

http://www.collegegreenlight.com/


The profile form and the Dashboard results looked suspiciously familiar, and sure 
enough, another Cappex site, MeritAid (see review below), as well as the parent 
Cappex.com site (see review above) both use the same data-gathering form and Student 
Dashboard page set-up.

The Student Dashboard, in addition to searching for matching scholarships, allows you to 
look for colleges, complete your profile, visit your College Center (for a list of matching 
colleges and messages from colleges interested in you), check out the site’s other tools 
for getting into college, take the “Cap Challenge” (lame), and connect with Facebook. 
You can also take their survey if you wish. If you’re interested in College Greenlight’s 
college search information, you’ll find that on the Dashboard under Other Tools. There’s 
a merit aid directory (looks useful), admissions coach (not much there), admissions tips 
(the recommendation letter checklist looks very helpful), and the Greenlight blog 
(current).

To go to your scholarship results, click on My Scholarships. With our profile 
“incomplete,” we got 80 returns on our scholarship search. The listing gives scholarship 
name, award amount, application deadline, application effort, competition, and a drop-
down menu of “next step” choices. The scholarship details, available by on clicking the 
scholarship name, also give a scholarship overview, requirements, and sponsor contact 
information and URL. We were initially presented with 15 results which were really quite 
decent scholarships and well worth taking a look at. When we requested all 80 results, the 
story was a little different. Of those 80 results, 39 were actively billed as contests, and we 
suspect that had we looked at all of the details, many of the others on the list would fall 
into this category too. You will find very similar scholarship results on the other two 
Cappex sites. Completing our profile gleaned us 88 results, some of which were much 
more on target for our profile. You can save the scholarships you’re interested in by 
choosing “Will Apply” from the Next Steps drop-down.

As with College Greenlight’s sibling and parent sites, the sign-up process isn’t grueling 
and the returns are pretty good. If you avoid all the contest results, you might find a few 
scholarship leads worth pursuing here. One doesn’t seem to be any better than the others, 
and the information provided on all three sites is largely the same. MeritAid.com is 
targeted toward merit-based scholarships, and so tends to have more school-sponsored 
scholarships results. Other than that, it’s pretty much a spin-the-bottle choice between the 
three. None of them are awful, but none are stellar either.

Back to Top

CollegeNET/Mach 25  
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app

CollegeNET, Inc., founded in 1977, is a developer of web technology for higher 
education and nonprofit institutions. Not much other information is available about the 
owners of this site either on the Net or on the site. The CollegeNET site itself provides 
ways to search for colleges, apply through their college application database, and find 
resources for your college search. CollegeNET also operates the Mach 25 scholarship 
search engine, which has both keyword and profile search features.

http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app


Our keyword search using “women” as the keyword yielded 193 scholarship results. 
Trying “female” as our search term yielded 161 women’s scholarships. A number of 
these were college-specific scholarships offering female students considerable financial 
awards—up to full funding for a 4-year degree. (You can find out more about college-
specific scholarships by asking your Financial Aid Office or visiting your college’s 
website.) We suggest that you repeat the “Keyword Search” using one keyword at a time. 
Each time you run a keyword search, you can save the results to My List, which is a 
temporary scholarship list that will only be retained until you quit your browser. The 
results page provides you with a link to the page containing a summary of the 
scholarship, contact information, award information and statistics, sponsor information, 
and the sponsoring organization’s URL.

To search by profile, enter your profile information in each of the tabs across the top of 
the Profile Search box: General, Residence, Personal, Academics, Interests, Employment, 
and Miscellaneous. We entered some basic profile information: grade level, type of 
award, state of residence, age, gender, and marital status, and received a spectacular 
return of 1,978 scholarships! Again, you can save your profile search results to the 
temporary file, My List, but this list will be deleted when you close your browser 
window.

The quality of results we got from both the keyword and the profile searches was very 
good. Admittedly, many of the scholarships were school specific—when we reran our 
profile search excluding school-specific results, we had a return of 348 scholarships 
compared with the 1,978 that included them. That said, the results are still excellent, and 
if you know which school you’ll be attending, you can use that fact to ferret out those 
scholarships to apply for.

We were impressed with the fact that there is no requirement to share personal 
information, the ease of use of the Mach 25 search engine, the multiple ways to search for 
scholarships, the keyword search’s gender-specific returns, and the sheer number of 
scholarship returns to choose from. CollegeNET is definitely a site to spend some time 
exploring.

Note: This is one of a number of sites that uses the Wintergreen Orchard House database. 
You may see some crossover in the results of your scholarship search between these sites. 
See the entry for CollegeXpress for more information about this database.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review

Back to Top

CollegeScholarships.com  
http://www.collegescholarships.com

CollegeScholarships.com is run by College Connection, founded in 1995 by a group of 
parents who, after going through the college financial aid process with their own kids, felt 
there was a need for improvement in the process. Their About Us statement indicates that 
they use one of the largest and most up-to-date Financial Aid Databases available, but it 

http://www.collegescholarships.com/
http://www.bbb.org/oregon/business-reviews/schools-academic-colleges-and-universities/college-net-in-portland-or-55003578


doesn’t mention which one that is.

CollegeScholarships.com is mainly in the business of helping you find scholarships 
specifically targeted to you, but you’ll also find a college search feature and a page 
devoted to resources for students, including scholarship and college links.

There are a number of links on the Home page and the Scholarship Search page for lists 
of scholarships by major, state, minority and gender, and special type. Some of these 
links will take you to scholarship lists, but many others will require you to create an 
account before giving you any information.

Clicking on the Find Scholarships tab brings you to a search page with a limited number 
of information fields to fill out. This looks like a way to get scholarship results without 
getting too personal. When we filled out the form completely, we got no results. With just 
our gender, we got 3 results, one of which was a contest. This way to search is not worth 
the trouble.

You can do a more detailed search, but you’ll have to complete a Student Profile. Click 
on the GET STARTED button and enter your information in each section of the Create a 
New Profile page: Personal Information, Profile Email, Academic Info, and More 
Information.

We chose to enter only the minimum required fields and had 24 scholarship results 
returned based on our gender and state of residence. Providing more information will 
increase your results. In a more targeted search with information entered in all fields, we 
got a list of 85 scholarships, more than triple the number of the limited-field search 
results. When you click on one of the scholarship results, you’ll be taken to a new page 
that provides detailed information on that scholarship along with a link to the funding 
organization’s website where you can apply for the scholarship. The scholarship 
information includes the number of awards, amount, deadline, eligibility requirements, 
mailing address, phone number, contact person, and their email address. From this page, 
you can go Back to Results, Save this Scholarship, Apply Now, or Create Request Letter. 
The last option opens a PDF file containing a professionally written application request 
letter already addressed to the sponsoring organization and signed by you. All you need 
to do is print it out, sign it, and send it off, which, admittedly, is of limited value if you 
apply online.

The quality of the scholarship results on CollegeScholarships.com is a little discouraging. 
Most of the entries on our list were essay contests, many of which we’d never seen 
before. If you like to enter contests, then there’s a lot to look through here. Otherwise, 
there are better sites to visit. In addition, we generally don’t appreciate sites that lead to 
you believe you’re getting no-strings-attached information only to tell you to sign up—
just come out with the bad news, already. CollegeScholarships.com has some seemingly 
nice features that we haven’t seen on other sites. We loved the idea of the automated 
application request letter (although how much real value it adds for students is 
questionable). However, this site isn’t going to be high up on our list of places to make a 
serious search for scholarships.

Related Links:



BBB Business Review

Back to Top

CollegeXpress  
http://www.collegexpress.com

CollegeXpress is run by Carnegie Communications, an educational publisher that also 
operates other websites: PrivateColleges.com, CareersandColleges.com, ACUInfo.com, 
SummerProgramSearch.com, and PrivateSchoolSearch.com. Carnegie Communications 
also owns Wintergreen Orchard House, which is a “major database compiler, provider, 
and publisher, specializing in the Private K-12, two- and four-year college, summer 
programs, and scholarship fields.” Wintergreen Orchard House database services other 
scholarship search engines such as Adventures in Education, My First Degree, and 
others. As a result, you may experience some crossover in scholarship listings between 
these sites.

The CollegeXpress website features a college search, a scholarship search, lists and 
rankings of colleges (with an eye-opening array of college categories), a summer 
programs search, and articles about your potential educational interests. To access these 
features, you will need to create a Student Profile.

Note: At the bottom of the page under Tools are links to the above features, including the 
scholarship search. This may seem like a work-around to access scholarship information 
via a keyword search without creating a profile. But once you enter your keyword and 
click on SEARCH NOW (we used “women” and had 361 returns), and then click on a 
specific scholarship listing, a window pops up stating that you need to be signed into your 
CollegeXpress account to view the scholarship details.

To create a profile, click on Create Your Free Profile and enter your personal information 
(all fields are required). Once you click on JOIN, you’ll need to enter information on 
three more pages: your mailing address, home phone, gender, race, high school, 
graduation year, GPA, test scores, preferred major and any other information you would 
like to include in the search. You’ll also be asked to answer “yes” or “no” to the 
questions about the military and attending college overseas (if you answer “yes,” you are 
passively agreeing to be contacted by these institutions and schools). Avoid getting email 
you don’t want by opting out of the advertising pages along the way.

As you can see, creating this profile takes a lot of time—for questionable results. We 
were presented with the details of only one scholarship that had a stated preference for 
those who joined their organization. You’ll have to go on to search by keyword or 
category to get any real results.

The keyword search feature suggests that you can search by keyword or by academic 
filters. Not true. The OR in the search box should read AND. The academic filters won’t 
return anything when used alone, but you can use them to enhance your keyword search.

Our search keyword was “women.” This brought back 361 results. Using the GPA 
academic filter with a 2.0 GPA gave us 261 results. We got 33 results after adding “high 
school senior” to the Academic Year filter. We ran the search again using “women 

http://www.collegexpress.com/
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undergraduate” and had 31 results. Clicking on individual scholarship listings will bring 
up a page with details of the scholarship along with options to save the scholarship to 
your “Stuff” or to apply online.

How to search by category isn’t obvious. You’ll need to click on Category on the top left 
of the Scholarship Search page next to Keyword (it may be grayed out). This will bring 
up a list of categories for you to choose from with the number of scholarships listed for 
that category in parentheses.

The Type we chose was “Scholarship” (16,579 returns), and the Category “Art.” We 
were presented with a list of subcategories for Art and chose “Creative Writing.” We 
received 21 scholarship results, 14 of which were for specific colleges. There are a lot of 
scholarships to look at in this section, and it may be worthwhile to search with a few 
different combinations of type and category to see what results you can get.

But here we have to complain. These aren’t exactly targeted results. So what is all the 
information sharing doing for us besides buying access to information?

CollegeXpress isn’t going to be one of our favorite sites. The registration process alone 
was enough to discourage us from using this site, and we disliked the constant 
bombardment of ads and offers that you have to navigate around. But once you’ve forked 
over your information and have an account, you have access to a lot scholarship listings
—none of them particularly targeted to you despite the extensive profile required.

Related Links:

CollegeXpress YouTube Channel

Back to Top

CollegiateFunding  
http://www.collegiatefunding.com

The company profile for CollegiateFunding is another self-congratulatory couple of 
paragraphs about how they help students find colleges and ways to pay for it. But nothing 
else about who they are, or even how to contact them. We found virtually nothing on the 
Net about them, except they’re not to be confused with Collegiate Funding Solutions or 
Collegiate Funding Services. We did find a Better Business Bureau link (see below) that 
indicates they’re primarily in the business of student loans. 

With the big, FIND YOUR SCHOOL NOW! button on every page, CollegiateFunding 
seems mainly geared toward college searches. On their Home page in the right-hand 
column, however, is a list of 25 scholarship links. At the bottom of this list is a “View 
More” link that presents a list of 90 links for scholarships and grants (including the 
original 25 from the first page).

Clicking on one of these links will take you to CollegiateFunding’s College Student 
Resource Center. The scholarship page from the funding organization’s website is shown 
in the window below the page header. Unfortunately, the header for this page takes up 
roughly one-third of the screen and stays put when you page down, making it hard to read 
the scholarship information without constantly scrolling.

http://www.collegiatefunding.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/CollegeXpress


If you click on the “Scholarships” tab at the top of the page, you’re taken to a page 
containing several paragraphs of very general scholarship information and an article 
about an unusual college-funding opportunity for the students of New Haven, 
Connecticut. Under this article is a link that reads “Once we have your questionnaire, 
CollegiateFunding can help you locate the particular scholarships for which you may 
qualify and guide you in the process of making your application.” Clicking on this link 
will send you back to the top of the same page to the FIND YOUR SCHOOL NOW! 
button.

When we clicked on that button, we were taken to a “Student Survey” where we were 
required to give our name, email and street address, phone number, and birth date in 
order to receive our “free report in minutes!” (Note: This is a survey, not an account sign-
up. If you want to come back to this site and search again, you will have to repeat the 
survey.) After eight more pages, we were pretty weary of the Student Survey and 
wondering if all this required information sharing was really going to be worth the 
results. We hit the SUBMIT button and got a note that read: “Thank You, your 
personalized report has been emailed.”

The report we received read “Thank you for allowing CollegiateFunding to assist with 
your Student Choice options. Click on the link below to begin your FAFSA Filing.” This 
link took us to the Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) site. The email contained no 
scholarships, which means that they have all of your information, and you got nothing in 
return. You can easily file your FAFSA by going to http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ directly.

Our advice? Don’t waste your time with this site.

Related Links:

Sources of Money 8: Club Scholarships or Collegiate Funding

BBB Business Review
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Dream Scholarship  
http://www.dreamscholarship.com/

Here is another scholarship search site with no owner in sight. In fact, there’s no contact 
information whatsoever on this site, despite the “Contact Us” tab at the top of the page. 
The site was registered in 2009, so it isn’t exactly new and in the process of being built. 
The only things on the site are a contest, a keyword search, and scholarship links to “our 
partners.”

The $10,000 scholarship contest has you apply by filling out the “application” form with 
your name, address, phone number, and birth date (which sounds suspiciously familiar). 
So we did. (A note in filling out the form: the latest year you can choose for your date of 
birth is 1991 which excludes most nontraditional students.) After filling out the 
information and clicking on “Submit Application,” we got the message “Thank you for 
applying with Dream Scholarship program. We will contact you after verifying 
information you provided.” The site states that you’ll be contacted if you’re a finalist. 
End of story.

http://www.dreamscholarship.com/
http://www.bbb.org/san-diego/Business-Reviews/loans/collegiate-funding-inc-in-san-diego-ca-28004928
http://www.larryonscholarships.blogspot.com/2013/02/sources-of-money-8-club-scholarships-or.html
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


The site also has a nominal scholarship keyword search feature. We used “women” as our 
keyword and had five results returned, two of which were the same. No information and 
no links to the scholarships, just names. Clicking on “Scholarships Found,” which is a 
live link, takes you to the Apply For A $10,000 Scholarship page.

The Scholarship Links page has an ad on it. Nothing else, just the ad.

We suspect this is a lead generation site. In any case, it’s clear that you won’t find 
anything helpful here. Go ahead and enter the Dream Scholarship contest if you’re 
feeling lucky, but you won’t find us giving our personal information to someone who 
won’t even set up a Contact page. And if you do sign up, expect to quickly hear from 
telemarketers.

Back to Top

Edvisors  
http://www.edvisors.com/scholarships/

Edvisors is a student marketing company operating a portfolio of websites providing 
information, tools, and resources for students. Their portfolio of websites includes a lot of 
sites focused on student loans, not scholarships (although this page on their website has 
been removed since our original review).

We clicked on the About link and landed on the Edvisors’ Student Marketing page. 
Under the Edvisors College Student Services heading, buried in the text, are several links 
to scholarship information. The “ScholarshipPoints” and “scholarship contests” links take 
you to the same program. You’re asked to join the Edvisors’ ScholarshipPoints program 
where you earn points and then use them to be entered into Edvisors’ scholarship 
contests. We think these types of contests are a waste of time, but if you do decide to 
participate, make sure you read the fine print.

When we clicked on “scholarship search tools” on the Marketing page, we were taken to 
Student Scholarship Search, Edvisors’ scholarship search engine, which has its own 
website. See below under Student Scholarship Search for a review of this site.

In terms of finding scholarships, we found it time consuming to click through a series of 
links buried in articles to get what turned out to be minimally helpful information. Just 
skip this site entirely in your search for scholarships and go directly to 
studentscholarshipsearch.com for exactly the same search feature without all the clicking 
around.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review: Complaints

Back to Top

FastWeb  
http://www.fastweb.com

FastWeb is a well-known scholarship search service whose motto is “We have it all. Find 
your dream school and a way to pay for it.” Sure enough, there’s a lot of information 

http://www.fastweb.com/
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http://www.edvisors.com/scholarships/


here. In addition to the ubiquitous college search, which includes surprisingly 
comprehensive information on lots of colleges, you’ll find a scholarship search, tips, 
sweeps and promos page where you can enter contents, financial information on FAFSA 
application and student loans, and career planning information, including a job search 
feature through Monster.com (the sponsor of the FastWeb site). To access much of this 
information, you will need to create a personalized Student Profile, but it’s possible to 
take a peek at what kinds of scholarships the site offers without signing up.

Under the Scholarships tab at the top of the page, you’ll find links specifically for 
scholarship categories:

• Featured

• Women

• Weird

• African-American

• Grad Students

• 2014

The Featured Scholarships page gives a short list of scholarships with a link to the 
sponsor, the award amount, and an APPLY NOW button. The sponsors of these featured 
scholarships are other scholarship search sites, which will likely require you to register 
with their site before seeing more information about their “scholarship.”

The scholarship articles with synopses on the Scholarship Tips page do include some 
scholarship category listings. Some of them are new links, some are repeats of links 
found elsewhere on the site. Some of the listings will require you to create your Student 
Profile before the scholarship information is available.

The other category links mentioned above (listed on the site under Scholarship News) 
will take you to individual pages for these categories. The listings found there provide the 
application deadline, brief eligibility and application requirements, and a link for more 
information. That link will take you to a restatement of the above plus the award amount, 
and a note that if you register, you can see more about the scholarship.

Under Scholarship Directory in the links menu at the bottom of each page, you’ll find 
links for:

• Scholarships by Year of Study

• Scholarships for High School Seniors

• Scholarships for College Freshmen

• Scholarships for Veterans

• Scholarships for Bilingual Students

• Hispanic Scholarships

http://www.monster.com/


• African-American Scholarships

These links direct you to pages in these categories that list a number of scholarships with 
the award amount and deadline. Clicking on the name of the scholarship will once again 
take you to a brief paragraph on the scholarship eligibility and application requirements, 
and the message that you need to register with FastWeb to access more information about 
the scholarship. However, to the right of the scholarship information on these pages is a 
sidebar with more scholarship directory links based on military service, ethnicity, honors, 
race, unique situation, and school year. This is an excellent search engine with lots of 
scholarships and is well worth investing your time to thoroughly explore. But unless you 
register and create a Student Profile, you’ll be unable to access the complete listing and 
will have to search the web on your own for more information on these scholarships or 
set up a Google Alert.

The match by Student Profile is under Scholarship Matches. You’ll be asked to enter 
your academic and personal information. All questions must be answered in order to 
move on to the next page. After three pages of information sharing and deflecting ads, 
you finally get a list of scholarships based on the information you entered. Click on the 
scholarship link and you will go to the individual scholarship page with award amount, 
deadline, eligibility requirements, and a link to the sponsoring organization’s website. 
The APPLY NOW button links you to the scholarship application web page. (NOTE: If 
you choose to go the profile route, make sure to have a separate email address just for 
your scholarship search. FastWeb will bombard you with email at every opportunity. We 
have gotten an email from them nearly every day since we registered with the site!)

Searching by Student Profile will give you scholarship returns that you won’t get any 
other way on this site, for instance by major. We searched for graduate art scholarships 
and got back 23 listings, not all of which were major specific. You can indicate whether 
you might/will/will not apply, have applied, or are not eligible for each scholarship listed. 
This information will appear on your Home page on subsequent visits to the site once you 
log in.

Whether the search by major and the saved scholarships list are worth the information 
sharing required to build a Student Profile is something to consider given the amount of 
information required and the constant barrage of advertising. Another consideration is 
how much actual additional information you gain by signing up. Thinking that we could 
now see the “more information” for the scholarships listed in the Scholarship Directory 
links at the bottom of the page, we went back to see what we had missed out on as free 
agents. We discovered that we had no additional access to information about these 
scholarships at all. Not one of the scholarships we clicked on for either of our profiles let 
us proceed to more information (but did sidetrack us to ad pages more than once while 
we searched). Instead, we got the following message: “Warning – based on the criteria in 
your profile you do not qualify for this scholarship. You do not meet the following 
criteria:” Sometimes criteria were listed, sometimes not. The FastWeb site has a lot of 
potentially valuable information, but at a cost in terms of time spent and personal 
information required. You may do just as well gleaning what information you can from 
the site and striking out on your own to learn more—and spare yourself all the hassle and 
email assault.



Related Links:

Sources of Money 3: FastWeb

FastWeb Site Review on YouTube

FastWeb YouTube Channel

BBB Business Review & Alert
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FinAid.org  
http://www.finaid.org

FinAid.org was founded in 1994 as a public service by FastWeb’s creator, Mark 
Kantrowitz. The site provides a lot of information: how to obtain loans, calculate the cost 
of attending college using their Loan Calculator, a Parent’s Guide to Financial Aid, a 
Student’s Guide to Financial Aid, military aid for veterans, FAFSA instructions, as well 
as information on navigating the application process and obtaining scholarships while 
avoiding common scholarship scams. This site is not to be confused with the www.finaid.
[name of college].edu pages that a lot of colleges have.

Click on the Scholarships link in the left-hand sidebar and you will be taken to a page 
detailing how to search for scholarships. The first section of this page is taken up with a 
discussion of why you should use the FastWeb search engine—no big surprise. You can 
access this search engine through the Scholarships page on FinAid, or you can go to it 
directly through FastWeb. (See the FastWeb entry for information on using this search 
engine.) But this page also has a number of embedded links that do list some scholarship 
categories (along with a good deal of data) that you may want to check out. These 
categories include unusual scholarships, prestigious scholarships and fellowships, full-
tuition academic scholarships, scholarships for average students, community service 
scholarships, scholarships for Hispanic and Latino students (the link takes you to the 
FastWeb page for this category), and, if you’re starting your scholarship search really 
early, college scholarships for students under age 13 and in grades K-8. Clicking on any 
of these links will take you to that scholarship category’s page, which has general 
information for that category and a list of scholarships with eligibility criteria, award 
amount, application deadline, and a link to the sponsoring organization’s web page. Some 
of these links appear not to have been updated in a while, so you may have to surf around 
the site or Google the scholarship to find the latest information.

This site is well worth spending time exploring, although we think that its value as a web 
portal for college and scholarship information far outweighs its usefulness as a search 
engine.

Related Links:

Sources of Money: FinAid.org
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FindTuition.com  
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http://www.findtuition.com

FindTuition.com is run by All Campus, LLC, a higher education marketing company. 
Among the things they do is conduct student surveys. After trying to get scholarship 
information from FindTuition.com, we believe this is exactly what this website represents
—a survey that you are required to take before being directed to another, affiliated site 
for your search.

You’re asked to provide your name, high school graduation year, email address, ZIP 
code, phone number, physical address, and The Basics (a CollegeXpress page). After 
clicking JOIN, you’re asked for personal and academic data, information about college 
choices, and major. You’ll also need to click through the ads.

After filling in information on the FindTuition site, you are redirected to CollegeXpress 
where you’re required to fill in the same information again, plus more. After all that 
work, we had no scholarships returned. We were taken to the CollegeXpress’ 
keyword/category search (see that entry for more information on this search feature).

This site is a waste of time. It gives no information, provides no way to navigate around 
until you fill out their forms, and then the site vanishes and their affiliated search site 
appears. You might as well go straight to CollegeXpress and only have to struggle 
through all the information-sharing once to get limited to meager information.

Note: This site uses the CollegeXpress Keyword/Category search feature, which requires 
that you complete a Student Profile on that site as well.

Related Links:

Sources of Money 9: FindTuition.com

YouTube: Finding College Scholarships on FindTuition.com

CollegeXpress YouTube Channel
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High Five Scholarships  
http://www.highfivescholarships.com/

High Five Scholarships seems to be a relatively new site, the parent company (High Five 
Scholarships, LLC) having been registered for business in 2011. Who is really behind the 
show, however, remains a question even after our Internet search. During that search, we 
discovered that High Five Scholarships is listed on hundreds of high school guidance 
department web pages with basically the same wording. Why so many? Good marketing? 
We’re just not sure.

The site has a scholarship search feature (for which you must register), a GPA Protection 
Plan (paid tutoring), and free ACT and SAT practice tests (with prompts to buy other test 
prep products). The scholarship search profile, while asking you for typical information 
to focus your search, doesn’t require you to give up your address, phone number, or date 
of birth—a big plus, in our estimation.

http://www.highfivescholarships.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/CollegeXpress?feature=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0b-C6tz_vQ
http://www.larryonscholarships.blogspot.com/2013/03/sources-of-money-9-findtuitioncom.html
http://www.findtuition.com/


Search for scholarships:

• Enter your name, email address, and create a password. Click START.

• Enter gender, state, GPA, test scores, and majors and colleges you’re interested in. 
Click NEXT.

• Enter financial need, religious affiliation, and any other personal circumstances that 
apply. Click NEXT.

• Enter any organizations you’re affiliated with. Click SEE MATCHING 
SCHOLARSHIPS.

For our profile, we got a list of 155 scholarships. Each listing includes the name, award 
amount, application deadline, and a brief description of the scholarship. Clicking on the 
scholarship name brings up a page of details for that scholarship including eligibility and 
scholarship contact information. We’ve seen a number of these scholarships before. In 
fact, the first four listings are some of the usual scholarships you see listed frequently on 
search sites. Quite a few contests appear on the list, and some scholarships are repeated 
two or three times. But there are also scholarships we haven’t seen before, and the 
targeting of these scholarships is pretty good. You can mark your favorites by clicking on 
the star, which will highlight your picks on the list. The list doesn’t seem to be in order of 
best match, so be sure to check out later pages. Just be prepared to see a number of 
repeats on your list.

Although we weren’t overwhelmed with the information on High Five Scholarships 
(being 2/3 ad for Revolution Prep), the scholarship search doesn’t require you to 
surrender every last shred of personal information for an unknown future return. We got a 
reasonable number of scholarships on our list despite the repeats, and some of them were 
worth taking a closer look at. In terms of results, this isn’t the best site we’ve seen, but 
the scholarship list wasn’t too bad. You’ll have to weigh what you get with the fact that 
you don’t know who you’re dealing with when you share your personal information with 
this site.
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International Education Financial Aid  
http://www.iefa.org

International Education Financial Aid (IEFA) is owned and operated by Envisage 
International Corporation, an online international education and cultural exchange 
marketing company, which also owns InternationalStudent.com. The IEFA search engine 
is specifically designed for students who want to pursue their education overseas. In 
addition to providing scholarships, this site also hosts a Student Blog, a Message Board 
pertaining to studying abroad, and links to additional resources.

To either Browse or do a Quick Search, click on the “Scholarships” tab at the top of the 
page and enter your area of study, the country you plan to study in, and what country 
you’re from (if you wish to do a Quick Search) or scholarship name (if you’d like to 
conduct a search by scholarship). The results are listed below the SEARCH button. The 
Browse option had 51 scholarships. Each scholarship name is a link that provides you 

http://www.internationalstudent.com/
http://www.iefa.org/


with detailed information on the scholarship (you can also click on the blue “i” button in 
the fourth column to the far right of the scholarship name). However, in order to obtain 
the contact information needed to actually apply for the scholarship, you will need to 
register for an account and log in or you can always google the name of the scholarship.

The registered search brought up 1006 scholarship listings, including many of those we 
saw (without the contact information) before registering. The individual listings detail the 
scholarship information and provide a link to the sponsoring organization’s website.

International Education Financial Aid seems to adequately fill a niche where few other 
sites venture. As well as scholarship information, other information for students yearning 
to study abroad is found on this site. Check out their blog—it looks particularly 
promising.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review

Back to Top

LGBT Student Scholarship Database  
http://www.hrc.org/resources/entry/scholarship-database or http://www.hrc.org 
(“Resources” Tab, “More Resources” from drop-down menu, scroll down the page to 
“Youth & Campus” and click the “More Resources” link, and select “LGBT Student 
Scholarship Database”)

The LGBT Student Scholarship Database is operated by the Human Rights Campaign, a 
civil rights organization founded in 1980 to advocate for the rights of LGBTQ 
Americans. HRC has an impressive list of celebrity supporters. Its site provides many 
resources for the LGBTQ community including a search feature for LGBTQ-specific 
scholarships.

We could find no links on the HRC site to the Scholarship Search page, although the 
URL suggests it’s in the Resources section. If you can’t locate a link, the above URL will 
take you directly to the Search page.

The search feature is very simple. You can search for National scholarships or 
scholarships by state. Once you have your search results, you can see All Scholarships, 
Statewide Scholarships, or Individual School Scholarships. Each listing gives you a link 
to the scholarship sponsor’s site and often the scholarship application page, a brief 
description of eligibility requirements, and contact information. Searching for national 
scholarships returned 56 results. The scholarship returns by state are a little more spare, 
but will often produce 5 or 6 scholarships worth looking at.

There isn’t anything fancy here, just lists of quality scholarships aimed at students in the 
LGBTQ community. If you’re looking for a scholarship in this category, a visit to this 
site is well worth your time.
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MeritAid  

http://www.hrc.org/
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http://www.bbb.org/north-east-florida/business-reviews/student-exchange-programs/envisage-international-corporation-in-jacksonville-beach-fl-194258288/


http://www.meritaid.com/

MeritAid.com is a new scholarship search site (beta version) owned and operated by 
Cappex (see review above). The site is specifically geared to search for merit-based 
scholarships, and about 85% of its listed scholarships are from individual schools.

You can search through the MeritAid.com directory by school or by state. The directory 
lists 32 schools, many of which are small private schools with religious affiliations. The 
state searches, on the other hand, while having their fair share of private, religiously 
affiliated schools, also contain scholarships from many schools we’ve never seen on 
scholarship lists before. Each school listing provides a full school profile including 
tuition, room and board, and book costs, school population statistics, as well as the 
scholarships that the school offers. No links to the sponsoring organization are given, so 
you’ll have to use the information provided to do your own online search for the school 
or scholarship.

You can supposedly ratchet up your search by creating an account with MeritAid.com.

Profile Search:

• Enter your student status, email address, and a password. Click on CREATE 
ACCOUNT. (If you’ve registered with Cappex, you’ll already be a member of 
MeritAid—just log in using your MeritAid login.)

• Enter your contact information: name, gender, birthdate, ethnicity, home address, 
phone number, interested majors, and graduation year. Click on CONTINUE.

• Enter your achievement background: home-schooled, high school, and GPA. Click 
on CONTINUE.

• Enter college preferences: schools you’re interested, campus size and location, etc. 
Click on CONTINUE.

You’ll go to a page that welcomes you back and gives you the chance to invite your 
guidance counselor or get a Cappex baseball cap. In the right-hand sidebar, almost as an 
afterthought, is a box called My College Center where you can look up your scholarship 
search results. We got a return on our profile of 200 matches, 141 of which were rated as 
0% matches to our profile. That left us with 59 matches of 75% or above, all of which 
were offered by a particular school. The individual scholarship listings were the same as 
described for the directory and state listings.

It seems to us that registering with MeritAid doesn’t give you any advantages over 
simply going to the Directory or School listings and looking around there for the 
information you need. If you know what schools or states you’re interested in, the 
information in the Directory is worth looking at. If your plans are still up in the air, 
MeritAid is no help in pointing to scholarships that will be useful in a number of 
circumstances. In any case, skip the registration process and go straight to the directory 
for your search.

Back to Top
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Military Scholarship Finder  
http://aid.military.com/scholarship/search-for-scholarships.do

A note at the start: Military.com is not a government site. It’s owned by Military 
Advantage, a division of Monster International. According to the entry at Wikipedia, “the 
company’s main revenue streams are advertising, military-themed products and lead 
generation for military recruiters.” The site was created in 1999 with the aim of changing 
the way members of the military community stay connected and informed, and was 
acquired by Monster International in 2004 to further members’ educational and career 
opportunities. From a cursory tour through the site, it looks like it does just that without a 
lot of in-your-face ads and with a whole lot of interesting links, even for non-military 
people like us. If you’re affiliated with the military (in the service or a veteran, spouse, or 
dependent), this site has a mountain of decent-looking information for you, including an 
okay section on getting an education.

For specific scholarship searches, Military.com has a dedicated search engine. You don’t 
need to become a member of the site to use it, and your search results can’t be saved on 
the site so you’ll have to take notes. The profile form requests your email address, current 
education level, birth year, military affiliation and status (if you don’t have one, just 
select one from the drop-down menu), and ZIP code. The next page asks for your address 
and phone number to connect you with schools that have VA-approved programs. Unless 
you want to be contacted, skip this page and the featured schools and click on “See 
scholarships first.”

With our profile, we had 660 results returned. Granted, they weren’t very well targeted to 
our “dependent” status. But they also weren’t fluffy essay contests or drawings (although 
we did opt in for awards and prizes). By doing a slightly different search with a different 
ethnicity, we got 691 results, so do take advantage of the limited search parameters 
you’re given by filling in whatever information applies.

The scholarship results are all listed on one very long page. The results listing gives you 
the name of the scholarship, a brief description, an award amount, and the deadline 
month. Click on the name of the scholarship and you’ll go to the individual scholarship 
page, which adds details like contact information, website address, scholarship summary, 
and eligibility and application particulars. A caveat here. It doesn’t look like the 
scholarship details have been updated in a while. We came across a deadline of 2008 on 
one listing we saw. The scholarships that we checked do exist, but they are often on a 
different page on the sponsor site so the web addresses aren’t correct, and sometimes the 
deadlines are vastly different. Check the deadline on the scholarship application site 
before assuming the one given here is correct. (This is always good advice no matter 
what search site you’re using.)

The big drawback with Military.com’s scholarship search feature is that you will need to 
slog through all the poorly targeted results, some of them with rather esoteric and 
intimidating acronyms. Lest you despair and begin to think you’re not eligible for any of 
these scholarships, slog on! Not all the listings are for the military and their first-degree 
relatives. We ran across listings for grandchildren and great-grandchildren of veterans, as 
well as listings for students with no military affiliation at all. (As a potential bright spot, 

http://aid.military.com/scholarship/search-for-scholarships.do


with all your scholarship results on one page, you can do a browser search with your own 
keywords and narrow the bandwidth.) Despite some of its problems and its seemingly 
limited audience, Military.com may well be worth the visit.

Back to Top

MoolahSPOT  
http://www.moolahspot.com/

MoolahSPOT is owned by Gen Tanabe, who with coauthor Kelly Tanabe, wrote The 
Ultimate Scholarship Book. These names may look very familiar—Gen and Kelly 
Tanabe fund the Gen and Kelly Tanabe Scholarship that appears on many scholarship 
search websites. In addition to the scholarship search, there is an Answers page with four 
articles about scholarships, all authored by the Tanabes. There are also some forums that 
don’t look particularly busy. To search for scholarships, you’ll have to complete a profile.

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the Scholarship Search tab.

• Enter your grade level and when you will need the scholarship. Click NEXT.

• Enter your gender, birth date, citizenship, ethnic heritage, religious affiliation, and 
disabilities. Click NEXT.

• Enter colleges of interest, enrollment status, future career, interests, sports, and 
special circumstances. Click NEXT.

• Enter your intended major, test scores, GPA, and class rank. Click NEXT.

• Enter your geographical location (address—optional), military and organization 
affiliations, and search restrictions. Click SEARCH.

Clicking on an entry will open a pop-up window containing information about that 
scholarship: sponsor, purpose, eligibility, deadline, award amount, how to apply, contact 
information, and a link to the application page.

For our profile, we had a return of 31 scholarship listings. Of these, eight were actively 
billed as contests or giveaways. Ten of the first scholarships listed were scholarships 
sponsored by other search engines. Three were targeted to our intended major, and the 
rest were potential scholarships sponsored by legitimate companies and government 
institutions.

MoolahSPOT.com is not a pretty site. In fact, it’s downright homely, and the information 
here is spare. The profile creation process is fairly easy. But you do need to give your 
name, address, and birth date, so you’ll have to figure out if your scholarship search 
return is going to be worth sharing this information. We got an unimpressive 31 returns, 
and the fact that the first 10 were the “usual suspects” available on most search sites was 
a little disheartening. We think there are much better sites to look for scholarships on.

Back to Top
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My College Options  
https://www.mycollegeoptions.org/

My College Options is owned by the National Research Center for College and 
University Admissions (NRCCUA), an information marketing company that provides 
(sells, one presumes) student data to organizations for product sales and recruitment 
purposes. The site itself is mostly geared toward researching majors, matching you with 
colleges, and helping you get in. There are sections on Advice (a informative-looking 
blog and a resource center for the college bound) and Tools (more advice than actual 
tools). There’s also a Search section with options to search for colleges, high school 
student preferences for colleges, and scholarships.

On the Scholarship Search page, you have options to search for scholarships by location, 
major, ethnicity, or religion. You’ll get a list of the scholarships for each of these 
parameters along with the award amount and application deadline, but to get any contact 
information, you’ll need to register with the site. This is also the case if you want to use 
the advanced search feature. To create an account, you’ll need to supply your name, 
street and email addresses, gender, date of birth, and graduation year. The next page asks 
about school preferences, grade average, and career interests. We had two immediate 
results, both of them private “colleges” who will admit just about anyone who can pay. 
We did have a link to “my scholarship matches,” which consisted of a list of 20 
scholarship listings that seemed to have been chosen at random and, for the most part, 
wasn’t consistent with any information that we had supplied.

You’ll need to go back to the search menu to use the advanced search form feature. On 
our first few tries, we got zero results. Zero again after removing our major. We finally 
got 50 results when we also removed our ethnicity. That left our search parameters of 
gender, college grade level, and GPA, not a whole lot to base an “advanced” search on, 
and unsurprisingly, the range of results confirms this. The scholarships look like good 
ones, but if you do turn out to be eligible, so are a whole lot of other aspiring scholars.

We were given the opportunity to comment on this site’s “new” search feature, but the 
link just took us to a Google search page in a different browser.

We did go back and recheck the lists of scholarships by category once we had registered, 
and the contact information was now available, but the links were so general that we 
often had to search the sponsor sites for the scholarship application page. Not only that, 
but the categories themselves are a little quirky. For instance, when we checked out the 
art scholarships, we got listings for students majoring in things like aviation and quality 
control.

We got the impression with My College Options that this organization wanted our 
information and then we were on our own. You’ll have to carefully screen your 
scholarship results to see if they really do match you, and you certainly can save those 
that do to your “Favorites.” But, to be honest, we didn’t think the information sharing 
was worth it—that information is obviously not being used to improve our search results. 
The scholarship search is clunky, untargeted, and the contact information and links aren’t 
as helpful as they could be. We think there are better sites to spend your time on.

https://www.mycollegeoptions.org/
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My Free Degree.com  
http://www.myfreedegree.com

Although we searched on every page, we were never able to find who sponsors the My 
Free Degree site. The About page reads more like a mission statement without a single 
mention of who “we” are. We really like to know a little bit about the organization we’re 
sharing our personal information with, so the failure of the owners to be more 
forthcoming about who they are is concerning.

The My Free Degree site itself is right upfront. It makes no pretense of being an all-in-
one site for the college bound. The registration form is on page one and there’s nothing to 
do but fill it in or go elsewhere. The registration process continues for four more 
(blessedly brief) pages, and then you get your results.

You’ll be asked to enter your personal contact details, date of birth, current enrollment 
status, GPA, gender, citizenship, ethnicity, marital status, military experience, religion, 
disabilities, activities, affiliations, and memberships.

Our profile gave us a list of 102 scholarships and contests. Although the listed 
scholarships are in alphabetical order, those with an upcoming deadline are highlighted in 
red. The downside to this listing is that you’ll have to scroll through to find a particular 
deadline (in the fourth column). The list indicates the scholarship amount and type. Each 
scholarship provides a link to detailed information about the scholarship including 
application deadline, award amount, number of awards, type of award, number of 
applications received, percentage granted, award coverage, special eligibility 
requirements, contact information, and a link to the funding organization’s website.

There’s nothing particularly special about this site, although it has a refreshing straight-
to-the-point attitude. The registration process isn’t as arduous as on some other sites, and 
the scholarship return is pretty good. The fact that we have no idea who we’re sharing our 
information with is a minus, and we dinged them half a    as a consequence. In 
addition, this site uses the Wintergreen Orchard House database, as do a number of other 
sites. Although search engines function differently even with the same database, there are 
better sites available using this database that aren’t as reticent about who sponsors them.
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NerdScholar  
http://www.nerdwallet.com/nerdscholar/

NerdScholar is owned by NerdWallet, a San Francisco-based company whose website is 
“designed for everyone who has money, spends money, and wants to make more money.” 
NerdScholar is the education arm of the NerdWallet site and includes topics like paying 
for college, choosing a career, managing your money, and a section on what to expect 
with student loans. There’s also a scholarship search engine.

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on Search Now under Find Scholarships under Compare and Pay for College.

http://www.nerdwallet.com/nerdscholar/
http://www.myfreedegree.com/


• Enter the requested search parameters: year in school, ethnicity, state, gender, and 
GPA. Click on START YOUR SEARCH.

For our profile, we got 0 results. We added the keyword “women,” again with 0 results. 
Where the results might have been was the message “Or check out these scholarships you 
may like.” We clicked on this link, and no scholarships were listed.

When we unchecked “Only scholarships that are open,” we got 2,816 results, including 
scholarships that are presently open for application. (Why they didn’t show up on the 
initial search is a mystery.) Each scholarship listing provides the deadline, award amount, 
a snippet of the scholarship description, the effort required for applying, your eligibility 
match to the scholarship, and the particular school sponsoring the scholarship, if 
applicable. And mostly that last item is applicable. Many of the scholarships listed are 
sponsored by individual schools, and you must attend that school to receive the 
scholarship. A note on the deadline dates: we suspect that it’s up to the scholarship 
sponsor to update their scholarship deadlines on this site. Check the scholarship sponsor’s 
URL to see if there’s an updated deadline on their site.

Clicking on the name of the scholarship will take you to the scholarship details, which 
include the aforementioned information on the scholarship listings plus the entire 
description of the scholarship, eligibility requirements, award details, application details 
(including a link to the application site), and contact information.

You can save your searches and the scholarships you’re interested in. “Where?” you 
might wonder since there’s no sign-up process or profile to fill out here. It looks to us as 
though the site installs a cookie in your browser. If you come back to the site and look for 
the information you saved (by clicking on the “saved searches” or “saved scholarships” 
buttons), you’ll see your search parameters. Clicking on that will bring you to the 
information you saved. Note: if you use a different browser on your next visit, you won’t 
have access to your saved information.

The individual scholarship page also includes a left-hand sidebar of “Scholarships You 
Might Like,” a list of 15 categories of scholarships. Clicking on these links will bring you 
to a page of results and another sidebar with 76 categories of scholarships (including the 
original 15). We clicked on a number of the original 15 and a bunch of the secondary 76, 
and got no results at all from any of them. This feature seems to be broken.

It looks like there’s a decent amount of information about getting into and paying for 
college on NerdScholar. No personal information such as name, address, and birth date is 
required to search for scholarships, and the search feature is easy, if quirky, to use. Your 
results may be helpful—there sure are a lot of them—but they are mostly school-specific. 
If you know what school you plan to attend, you can type the name of the school into the 
keyword search box at the bottom of the search feature and weed out all the non-relevant 
schools or you can go to your school’s website and search. If you’re not sure where you 
will attend, then there’s a lot here to sort through, and you may have better success with a 
more targeted search to begin with.
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NextStepU  



http://www.nextstepu.com/

The NextStepU website is run by the Next Step Education Group. NextStepU was created 
in 1995 as an all-inclusive post-high-school resource site, although most of the 
information is skewed toward the college bound. It has a sister organization, 
NextStepAcademy, which has courses on “life skills,” including college prep, for a yearly 
subscription fee.

The NextStepU site has a college search feature, a collection of articles related to post-
high-school education, a scholarship search feature, and “Your Path,” the latter two 
requiring registration with the site. You’re asked for your name, email address, phone 
number, ZIP code, street address, school level, and educational plans. By clicking the 
NEXT STEP button, you’re agreeing to receive phone calls from NextStepU and their 
partners about their products and services. There’s no choice to opt-out here, and the 
whole process is so suspiciously familiar that we wondered if this site is related to other 
sites using the same registration process.

The next page asks for your birth date, ethnicity, gender, and education details such as 
GPA, test scores, graduation date, and what high school you go to. You then get a page of 
matching colleges. To see your scholarship matches, click on CONTINUE at the bottom 
of this page. But where are they? Not on the next page, which is a Welcome page filled 
with ads and links to articles. We clicked on Scholarship Search and got a list of 32 
results. Each listing provides the award amount and application deadline. Clicking on the 
scholarship name brings up a detail page listing eligibility, purpose, sponsor, and 
providing an apply button that links you to the application page.

Our sense of déjà vu about this site only grew when we reviewed our list of results. They 
were disappointing to say the least—untargeted and filled with the usual “scholarships.” 
Our profile gave our residence as South Carolina, yet 4 of the 32 results were for New 
England residents. There were also six listings of other scholarship search engine 
contests. Many of the other listings are essay or video contests. A few weren’t familiar, 
but this sad quality of results speaks volumes about what this site’s primary agenda might 
be. There are certainly better sites to visit than this one. We suggest you do exactly that.

Related Links:

NextStepAcademy

Your Next Step Guy
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Peterson’s  
http://www.petersons.com

Peterson’s is owned and operated by Nelnet, a company that manages student education 
loans through its more than 50 North American subsidiaries. They are estimated to 
currently hold over $25 billion in student loans. Nelnet has a less than stellar reputation, 
including, among other things, alleged misuse of federal student loan programs and 
deceptive lending practices.

http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.david-mammano.blogspot.com/
http://www.nextstepacademy.com/
http://www.nextstepu.com/


The Peterson’s site offers information for undergraduates, graduate school, continuing 
education, and international students wishing to study in the United States. The site also 
provides information about various colleges and graduate schools, test preparations, 
completing the FAFSA, and finding financial aid. There’s a scholarship search feature 
here too.

To search for scholarships, click on Scholarship Search under College Bound. You’ll 
have a choice of searching by keyword or by choosing filtering categories. We got 194 
scholarship listings when we used “women” for our keyword. Although we were familiar 
with some of the results, others we hadn’t seen before and looked pretty good. Answering 
the four category questions gave us 2,247 listings! You can further focus your search by 
adding information in the 15 additional filtering categories in the right-hand column of 
the search results page. To save any scholarship information or see the contact and 
application information, however, you will need to sign up for a student account by 
providing your name, email and home addresses, and phone number. Then you’ll have to 
go back and search again. This time we got 2,228 results by answering the four category 
questions and 194 for our keyword search, all looking pretty much like the above results 
without the profile. We’re not really sure if the profile helped target the results or not, but 
you sure do get a lot of them.

An interesting bit of information that this site gives you is how many applications the 
sponsor received for each scholarship and how many were awarded, giving you some 
idea of what the competition for a given scholarship will be like.

You may not like the owner of the site, but Peterson’s gives you a huge return of 
scholarships for the relatively painless sign-up process, has some helpful information for 
the application process, and includes other worthwhile features. We think that overall, the 
site has enough benefits to make it visit worthy. Check out their College Scholarship 
Article page for some how-to advice for the college bound.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review

Nelnet on Wikipedia

Back to Top

Sallie Mae College Answer  
http://www.collegeanswer.com

The SLM Corporation (Student Loan Marketing Corporation), commonly known as 
Sallie Mae, is a private company whose business involves originating, servicing, and 
collecting private student loans and outstanding FFEL loans. Although Sallie Mae is 
mostly known—and not entirely positively so—as the US’s largest student-debt servicing 
company, its website, College Answer, provides a scholarship search engine, as well as 
information on college loan payment options and links to its college savings plan 
websites, Upromise.com and 529.com. The site also contains advice on applying to your 
college of choice, managing your money while in college, and has interactive tools that 
enable you to analyze the affordability of schools and compare financial aid award letters.

http://www.collegeanswer.com/
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelnet
http://www.bbb.org/new-jersey/business-reviews/educational-consultants/peterson-s-nelnet-llc-in-lawrenceville-nj-17003148


Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the “Scholarship Search” box on the right-hand side of the page

• Enter the registration information required

• Click on the REGISTER button

• Click on the GET STARTED button

• Fill out the information on the “Background” section of My Profile as thoroughly as 
possible in order to obtain the best scholarship matches. Select whether or not you 
wish to be notified of scholarship updates. Click on NEXT.

• Fill out the “Academics” section including your major, career goals, college type, 
GPA, class standing, and SAT/ACT scores if you have them. Click NEXT.

• Fill out the “Activities” section including any athletics or sports you’re involved in, 
your hobbies and interests, and your club memberships. Click NEXT.

• Add any other information you feel will help you find targeted scholarships: special 
circumstances, disabilities, military and religious affiliations, and acceptable degree 
of accuracy of your search. Click VIEW MATCHES.

The Sallie Mae search engine has paired the information you just provided with 
scholarships for which you match the eligibility requirements. When we searched at 60% 
accuracy, we received 16 returns; at 90%, 6 (one of which was a ScholarshipPoints 
“scholarship”). Each scholarship on the list is hyperlinked to the granting or sponsoring 
organization and provides contact details, information about deadlines, and award 
amount. You can’t save any of your search results. You will have to do a new search each 
time you use the site.

While the controversy over Sallie Mae’s handling and collection of student loans 
continues, you may want to look with both eyes wide open at the loan information on 
CollegeAnswer.com. Other information contained on the site, such as applying for 
college and managing your money, may be of value. As far the scholarship search engine 
is concerned, our results were so meager and general, with no way to save any data that 
we don’t think it’s worth the time to create a profile. We’d suggest giving this site a miss.

Related Links:

BBB Business Review

Sallie Mae Reviews & Companies on MeasuredUp

Will We Ever Have a Life Without Owing Sallie Mae?

Back to Top

Scholar Box  
https://www.scholar-box.com/

Scholar Box is a relatively new site, having been created in 2012 to help Utah guidance 

https://www.scholar-box.com/
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counselors find local scholarships for their students. True to that intent, Scholar Box has 
some great-looking tools counselors use to find and track scholarships. There’s also a 
learning center with some pretty decent information on scholarships—do check out the 
essay article. Scholar Box also offers an email five-lesson course on getting scholarships, 
one lesson available a day. There’s also a scholarship search feature.

To search for scholarships, you’re required to sign up with the site by supplying your 
name, email address, birth date, current school year, name of your high school, GPA, 
ethnicity, and gender. We did all that and got exactly zero results. It turns out that your 
school counselor needs to have been busy using the above-mentioned tools and adding 
scholarships to your school’s list, and then those are the only scholarships you’ll have 
access to. (No, you can’t skip the “school” field when you register.) So if your school 
counselor isn’t participating and actively building a scholarship list, you’re out of luck as 
far as this site goes.

FYI: A source we came across on the Net indicated that Scholar Box was currently local 
to Utah but seeking to go national. A site subscription fee was also mentioned. (See link 
below.)

Our mortarboard rating is based on the fact that you can’t really search for scholarships 
on this site. It provides a set of tools to be used as an online connection between 
counselor and student—very nice indeed, but not what we’re looking for. This should be 
clearly stated on the Home page before requesting any personal information.

Related Links:

Scholar Box review on Road2College

Back to Top

ScholarshipExperts  
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com

The ScholarshipExperts site is owned and operated by EdPlus Holdings, an education 
financing company that also owns the EducationPlus network, of which this site is a 
member. Included on ScholarshipExperts are a college search, help finding student loans, 
“student deals” (such as travel), an expert advice section (recommended), an up-to-date 
blog, and a scholarship search feature. Like other scholarship search engines, this site 
requires you to register for an account and provide personal information in order to match 
you with scholarships.

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the GET STARTED button or use the SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH tab at 
the top of the page.

• Enter your contact information, set up a password, and click NEXT STEP.

• Enter the “Basics” including your date of birth, gender, citizenship, current student 
standing, high school graduation year, major, and street address. Click NEXT STEP.

• Schools: Enter your year in school, planned enrollment status, and any other 

http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
http://www.road2college.com/scholar-box-helps-students-find-local-scholarships/


information you choose (all other fields are optional). Click NEXT STEP.

• Activities: Enter your GPA, total SAT score, ACT score, class rank, and any other 
optional field you’d like. Click NEXT STEP.

• Enter the “Background” information required and any other optional fields you 
choose. Click NEXT STEP.

• Enter the “Demographics” information required and any other optional fields you 
choose. Click NEXT STEP.

Note: Completing the registration process took us back to the Home page instead of the 
Basics page. We clicked on the Scholarship Search tab and got a 500 internal error. The 
GET STARTED button on the Home page finally got us to the account registration 
Basics page. We hope this is just a temporary glitch on the site.

It took about 30 minutes to complete the registration process and we had 46 scholarships 
match our profile. The list of scholarships contains the name, award amount, and deadline 
of each scholarship, while the individual listings also include the sponsor, the sponsor’s 
contact information and website address, application requirements, and a link to apply 
online. Of the 46 scholarships that matched our profile, five were “sponsored” and 12 
were ScholarshipExpert’s own scholarships, which seem to be more essay contests than 
scholarships. We were underimpressed with the remainder of the listings, such as “the 
prom’s cutest couple contest,” having seen many of them on multiple other sites.

In addition, the scholarship list format is odd, with the permanent header taking up half 
the screen. This means you can only see two or three scholarship listings at a time. Then 
you must “load” your scholarships by hitting the spacebar. It took us four hits to load 46 
scholarships, and then when we back to the list after looking at an individual scholarship, 
we had to reload everything again!

The site has some good features. Their scholarship E-Organizer has some nice tools that 
allow you to add scholarships to “Will Apply,” “Applied,” etc. tabs, discard scholarships, 
and print scholarships. The Expert Advice column is highly recommended, and the blog 
seems thorough and current. The registration and profile process is not that arduous, but 
we were disappointed in the quality of the scholarships returned, and sorting through the 
list for information is a downright pain. We think your time will be better spent at other 
sites.

Related Links:

YouTube: Finding School Scholarship Opportunities on Scholarship Experts

BBB Business Review

Back to Top

ScholarshipMonkey  
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/

We were asked to re-review the newly revamped scholarshipmonkey.com site, since our 
last review indicated that the previous site was broken. The address has changed to the 

http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=IBzvdMSMzpQ


one mentioned above, and sure enough, Scholarship Monkey has morphed into a clean, 
professional-looking site. In our last go-round, we stated that Scholarship Monkey was 
operated by the Student Loan Finance Corporation, an iHELP student-loan servicing 
company working with the Independent Community Bankers of America, holders of the 
loans. Now, however, there is no sign at all of who’s backing this site with no contact 
information of any kind in sight.

The Home page features three ways to search (scholarship lists, keywords, and a 
personalized search); a section of the “latest” scholarships (all five of which are contests 
or surveys from the “usual suspects” and look very much like ads); and two “Glowing 
Endorsements” (one of which states simply “ditto”) from two young ladies who look 
enough alike to be twins. But the feel of the page is very sleek and nicely done.

The list search consists of a list of 60 majors in a wide variety of fields, some of which 
aren’t usually seen on scholarship searches such as tourism, culinary arts, and 
broadcasting. Clicking on the major link takes you to a list of scholarships in that field. 
We tried a couple majors and we were pretty impressed with the results. We received a 
list of 20 Art scholarships when we clicked on that major. Nearly all of these are college-
specific scholarships, but it’s an interesting list nonetheless. The list search isn’t so much 
a set list of scholarships, but a keyword search with preset keywords for each major that 
are plugged into the keyword search feature.

The individual scholarship listings give award amount, application deadline, required 
SAT score and GPA, specific schools and majors, and a brief description. Other majors 
we looked at contained the same sort of result—good-looking scholarships from specific 
schools.

Along the left side of the scholarship results page is a list of schools and how many 
scholarships each school offers in this field. This is particularly valuable if you already 
have an idea which school you’ll be attending.

The keyword search is much the same as the list search but you add your own keywords. 
We searched for “women” and got 20 decent-looking results. Same number with 
“woman” (different results). So we clicked on a school in the left-hand tool bar that listed 
32 scholarships for women and got 20 results. It appears that the keyword search will 
only give you 20 results no matter how many potential results are in their database.

The personalized search is not really a search. Before you click on the “See More” 
button, read the text: “Spend one minute creating a profile and get email updates of 
scholarship matches based upon your specific circumstances.” The profile will ask you 
for your name, address, GPA and test scores, majors, and school choices. We weren’t 
sure that this level of information sharing was worth the promise of an email (containing 
what and from whom?).

We found that the site isn’t entirely stable, wavering in and out of working condition, 
generating “internal server errors” or no results at all at different times during our test 
drive. This was true for all three browsers we tested. It happened often enough and took 
long enough to resolve that had we been personally looking for scholarships, we would 
have abandoned the site in frustration.



Scholarship Monkey isn’t a bad site. Its scholarship listings look good and the 
list/keyword search is easy to use and requires no information sharing, although you only 
get 20 out of potentially hundreds of results. But the site has its drawbacks too. A biggie 
is the lack of any contact information. The personalized search seems like a ploy to get 
your information with no real return. The limited access to the scholarship database is 
puzzling, and the scholarship results are mainly school specific. If you know which 
school you’ll be attending, then you may find some scholarships worth looking at here. If 
not, you can sift through whatever information you’re dished up to see if any fit. Beware 
the personalized search and know what you’re getting before you fill in the form.

Back to Top

Scholarships.com  
http://www.scholarships.com

On Scholarships.com, you’ll find information on colleges and scholarships as well as 
topics like scholarship application strategies, information on financial aid, campus life, 
and study skills. The site requires you to register in order to use their focused scholarship 
search feature. However, at the bottom of the Home page in the second column is a set of 
scholarship links. These include Scholarships Trending Now, Scholarships by Grade 
Level, Scholarships by Major, Scholarships by State, Scholarships by Type, Scholarships 
for Women, Sports Scholarships, Minority Scholarships, and Unusual Scholarships. This 
option brings you directly to a list of scholarships without having to complete the 
registration process. However, you will be required to register in order to get the link to 
the actual scholarship application information. (A work-around solution here is to copy 
the name of the scholarship and google it to get to the actual scholarship application site.)

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the Scholarship Search tab or the START YOUR SEARCH button.

• Complete the information about your current student status, graduation year, ZIP 
code, birth date, email address, and choose a password. Click CONTINUE.

• Complete the Student Information page including your student standing, GPA, 
name, gender, marital status, citizenship, permanent home address, religion, 
disabilities, and ethnicity. Click the CONTINUE button.

• Complete College Choices page (most of the page is optional). Click CONTINUE.

• Complete “Academic Information” including your test scores and class rank, high 
school, and intended major.

• Complete “Artistic/Athletic Information” by selecting all that artistic and athletic 
abilities that apply. Click CONTINUE.

• Complete “Background Information” and click CONTINUE.

• Complete “Organization Information” and Click CONTINUE.

• After you review the information for accuracy, click CONTINUE on your Profile 
page.

http://www.scholarships.com/


The scholarship listing gives scholarship name, award amount, deadline, and rank (it’s 
unclear exactly what this last item refers to), with a feature to either mark a scholarship as 
a favorite or remove it from the list. We were presented with a list of 37 matching 
scholarships, the first five of which were “sponsored.” Each scholarship has a link that 
provides you with the scholarship details, contact information, deadline, award amount, 
website address, and eligibility requirements.

The quality of our returns was very disappointing. In addition to the five sponsored 
scholarships (which appear on almost every site we’ve been to), 13 more entries were 
actively billed as contests. We found only one scholarship that seemed targeted to our 
profile, and the application site no longer exists. Our list also contained seven ads.

In our research on this site, we were dismayed to discover that the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center (EPIC) recently filed a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission 
against Scholarships.com in which it states that student information is being transferred 
to Scholarships.com’s business affiliate, American Student Marketing, who then sells the 
data. (See links for this notice and for American Student Marketing below.)

Given the poor number and quality of scholarship returns, the site owner’s questionable 
marketing practices, and the fact that there is little valuable information available here 
that you can’t find elsewhere, we feel your time is better spent at other sites.

Related Links:

Sources of Money 2: Search Engine Scholarships.com

BBB Business Review

EPIC Files Privacy Complaint to Protect Student Data

Back to Top

SchoolSoup  
http://www.SchoolSoup.com

SchoolSoup is owned and operated by the Amplified Media Group. It’s unclear from this 
company’s website exactly what they do, but some digging around suggests that their 
main product is search engine optimization. SchoolSoup is listed on their website as one 
of their case studies.

The site offers a great deal of information on a variety of topics of potential interest to 
students preparing for college: a list of college sweepstakes; a college search feature 
(powered by CampusExplorer.com—it’s unclear if the two sites are affiliated); career 
information and aptitude test (although included are careers such as billing clerks and 
carpet installers which don’t strike us as college-required careers); a financial aid and 
loan source search (powered by SimpleTuition—ditto above re affiliation); and a 
“directory” of scholarships (i.e., by category), which has a drop-down menu with 
scholarship categories such as scholarships by state, city, college, disability, sports, 
special circumstances, military, year of study, corporate, race/minority, ethnicity, 
academic major, women, activities, clubs, and religion. (You can also find this menu at 
the bottom of each page.) This seems like a quick way to cut right to scholarships you’re 

http://www.SchoolSoup.com/
http://www.epic.org/2013/12/epic-files-privacy-complaint-t.html
http://www.bbb.org/chicago/business-reviews/scholarships-and-financial-aid/scholarshipscom-in-highland-park-il-53000345
http://www.larryonscholarships.blogspot.com/2013/01/sources-of-money-2-search-engine.html
http://www.americanstudentmarketing.us/


interested in without having to register, but you will only have access to the “preview 
mode,” which means there are no links to the actual scholarship or the sponsoring 
organization’s website. There is also a scholarship search engine.

Search for Scholarships:

• On the Home page, fill out the scholarship matches form by entering your email 
address, setting up a password, and providing your name, address, and phone number 
(all required). Click GET MATCHED.

• Enter Your Interests including gender; birth date; career interests (the array of career 
aspirations presented for the college bound to choose from is truly bizarre, including 
auto mechanic, manicurist, and plumber, but not much in the way of academics); 
GPA; year of graduation; and any colleges or universities you may be planning to 
attend. Click CONTINUE TO STEP 3.

• Enter Your Details—multiple choice information about your circumstances. Click 
CONTINUE TO STEP 4.

• Enter Your Affiliations—religion, organizations, activities, etc.

• Click the VIEW MATCHED SCHOLARSHIPS button.

The scholarships list provides the scholarship name, award amount, deadline, and college 
to which it applies. Clicking on the scholarship link will take you to a Scholarship Details 
page to see eligibility requirements, documentation, contact information, and a link to the 
funding organization’s website where you will find the actual application. You can “Save 
this Scholarship” by clicking on the link in the upper-right corner, or you can print out 
this page and save it for later.

When you’re looking at “My Matching Scholarships,” check out the “My SchoolSoup” 
box in the upper-right corner. These are quick links enabling you to view your 
scholarships, go to your Account Settings to manage your email and password, and Edit 
My Profile to change any answers you previously supplied or update your test scores, 
GPA, etc. This is helpful if you want to go back, tweak your Student Profile, and re-run 
your matching process. There’s also a link to “Delete My Account.”

Based on our profile, SchoolSoup returned 516 matching scholarships. We were 
pleasantly surprised by the number of scholarships that actually matched our profile. We 
were also impressed by the fact that we had never seen most of the listed scholarships 
anywhere else (except for the ubiquitous “sponsored” five at the top). A lot of potentially 
valuable and unique information was returned on our search, which is exceptional as far 
as scholarship search engines go.

Scholarship search sites can have all sorts of auxiliary information about preparing for 
college. SchoolSoup is no different, and has some odd stuff to boot. The Degrees section 
has only one listing that takes you to another website. (We haven’t taken an in-depth look 
at the college search information or the college application advice to comment.) Of 
course, we’re not suggesting that other information isn’t valuable or necessary, but in 
your search for scholarships, it’s likely secondary. The crux of the matter is to help you 
get money to fund your college education, and SchoolSoup seems to come through where 



it counts. Although the rest of the site leaves a bit to be desired, the scholarship search 
engine/database is one of the best we’ve seen.

Related Links:

Sources of Money 6: SchoolSoup

Amplified Media Group

Back to Top

StudentScholarshipSearch.com  
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/

StudentScholarshipSearch is another site in the Edvisors’ portfolio, and is The Edvisors 
website scholarship search engine. In addition to the Scholarship Matcher, 
StudentScholarshipSearch also includes Featured Scholarships (the usual suspects), 
Student Lists (the usual categories), Scholarship Tips and Advice (some good 
information here), and My Tracker, which allows you to manage your scholarships 
online.

This site’s search feature doesn’t require you to create an account unless you want to save 
information to My Tracker. Otherwise, you’re asked to enter your current grade level, 
GPA, gender, and ethnic heritage, and you have a list of scholarships returned for each 
answer submitted, culminating in a list of scholarships that fit within all four parameters. 
Obviously this doesn’t give you a very focused return. (There must be a lot of white 
female high school juniors with a GPA of 3.6 out there looking for scholarships.) Each 
item listed provides a link to eligibility requirements, application deadline, award 
amount, link to the sponsoring organization’s website, and a comments section. The 
“More Scholarships Like This” list at the bottom of the page gives the same three 
scholarships for every entry and are three of the “scholarships” you’ll see listed on pretty 
much every scholarship website you go to.

For our profile, we received 18 scholarship listings for our current grade level, which 
went to 20 when we added GPA. Gender boosted the total to 21, and our race held it 
steady there. Of our 21 results, seven were contests, and many of the others listed were 
familiar from other websites. There may be opportunities for funding here, but you’ve 
probably seen them before, and they certainly aren’t going to be targeted to your needs in 
any meaningful way. My Tracker doesn’t add much value if there is nothing in your 
results to save.

StudentScholarshipSearch is easy to use, doesn’t require a lot of personal information, 
and you don’t even have to register if you don’t want to. Although the tips and advice 
section looks like it would be worth reading, there is nothing else here that’s new, and 
there are much better places to search for scholarships.

Back to Top

SuperCollege  
http://www.supercollege.com/
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SuperCollege is another scholarship site run by Gen and Kelly Tanabe (along with 
MoolahSPOT and ScholarshipDetective). This site has the feel of a big ad for their 
numerous books on getting into college and finding scholarships (and for those of their 
guest experts) with mentions of their offered books on every page in addition to a 
dedicated Books section. Still, the site does have some good information. The Ten-Step 
Guides and the Ask the Experts page, while perhaps being excerpts of the material in the 
books, still give decent guidance on the subject at hand and may also give you an idea 
what you might find in the books. In other words, good advertisement for them, free 
advice for you.

The scholarship search feature itself is the same whether you’re an undergrad, grad, or 
adult student wanting to get back into school, despite the “channels.” To search, you’ll 
need a user name, password, and to provide your email address and student category. 
You’ll then be faced with a four-page “scholarship questionnaire” that asks for your basic 
information (name, address, phone number, gender, birth date, citizenship, and college 
preferences); personal stats (GPA, class rank, test scores, athletics, ethnicity, religion); 
majors and careers; and interests and affiliations.

The scholarship listing shows the application deadline, award amount, and rate (we’re not 
sure of what). Clicking on the scholarship name will bring up a detail page that also gives 
you the scholarship purpose, eligibility, sponsor, and a link to the sponsor’s website. You 
can also save any scholarships you like to your Favorites tab.

Our profile produced 42 results, the first 14 of which were “scholarships” from other 
scholarship search sites. Fifteen more were contests. Some of the scholarship results were 
targeted to our profile major, but most weren’t. This is pretty typical of all the sites run 
by this author team.

Our reaction to the site was “meh.” Although the site is easy to use and there’s 
information here that’s worth having, the scholarship search results are mediocre at best 
for the information sharing required. Sure, check this site out for the good information it 
has, but it’s unlikely you’ll find any solid scholarship leads here that you won’t find 
elsewhere.

Back to Top

Zinch  
http://www.zinch.com

Zinch was started in 2007 by three college students from Utah who wanted to help other 
students become more to a school’s Admissions Department than the scores on their 
standardized tests. Their motto, “I am more than a test score,” reflects that conviction and 
certainly appeals to students of all ages and backgrounds. Zinch was acquired in 2011 by 
Chegg, a publicly traded online textbook rental company, which was launched in 2007 by 
two students in response to the cost of buying books through their university’s bookstore. 
We were pleased to discover that, under their “Chegg for Good” program, “Chegg Plants 
Trees”—with a pledge to plant one tree for every textbook rented, bought, or sold and a 
claim of over 5 million planted. (Chegg also has its own scholarship search feature—very 
similar in flavor and results to Zinch’s, with which it evidently shares log-in particulars.)

http://www.zinch.com/


The Zinch site, in addition to a scholarship search engine, includes a college search 
feature and a college advice blog for high school students. The Quick Links at the bottom 
of the Home page has a link to “Scholarships,” but you will only get a preview of the 
scholarship listing and will have to sign up for an account to see application details.

Search for Scholarships:

• Click on the SIGN UP button.

• Enter your email address, set up a password, type in the Captcha code, and click on 
SIGN ME UP!

• Build your Student Profile by entering your academic interests, student status, basic 
info, and contact information. Click NEXT.

• Answer or skip whichever of the next five questions you choose about your ideal 
school choice.

• Click on the “Go to Profile” link to complete your profile OR

• Click on “See All Scholarships” under the Scholarship section (correct Match 
Settings if needed).

The “Match Settings” box easily allows you to edit your “Interests” and “College 
Location” which will provide you with a new and expanded list of matching scholarships. 
Click on “edit” next to “Interests” to add new categories, interests, majors, clubs, and 
activities. You can also click on “Show More Filters” to add information about your 
citizenship, ethnicity, fluent languages, heritage, military affiliation, religion, additional 
qualifications, sexual orientation, and disabilities.

The scholarship list functions as a sidebar on the left-hand side of the page. It is defaulted 
to sort by deadline, but you can also sort your results by largest award or recent update. 
Below that is another feature called “Show Only,” which will only show scholarships for 
“My Likes,” “Can Apply Online,” and “No Essay Required.” Clicking on an entry will 
give you that scholarship’s details including award amount, deadline, eligibility 
requirements, application overview, scholarship description, and an application link to 
the sponsoring organization’s website. The series of buttons running along the top of the 
scholarship details allows you to LIKE, SHARE, REMOVE, indicate you’ve applied, or 
GO APPLY. If you click LIKE, Zinch will send you a deadline reminder email, which is 
a handy feature.

Our profile was matched with 117 scholarship results, 49 of which were actively billed as 
contests. Many others were essay writing “scholarships,” which are essentially writing 
contests as well. While there was a good return in the number of scholarships, the quality 
of those listings left something to be desired, like matching to our profile. The eligibility 
for many of the listings was that the student be in school and be a US citizen. Not much 
to distinguish you from any other student in this country who wants to apply (note the 
irony here).

Zinch didn’t strike us as a bad site, but there isn’t anything particularly new or exciting 
here. Creating the profile was kind of odd, and it felt like we were interrupted in the 



middle of the process, having to pointedly go back into our profile to fill in the rest of the 
details. The college search looked like it might be worthwhile, if that’s what you’re after. 
The scholarship search results, however, were mediocre and untargeted, although you 
may have better results if you spend the time filling in all the minutiae of your profile. All 
in all, we think there are better sites to spend time on first.

Related Links:

Sources of Money 5: Zinch, A Fun, Wacky Source of Scholarships and More

Zinch’s YouTube Videos
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Web Portals

A web portal, also known as a links page, presents information from diverse sources in a 
unified way. The following is a list of web portals that provide information on college 
scholarships. In general, these websites don’t require you to set up an account, complete a 
Student Profile, or provide detailed personal information. What they will give you is a list 
of scholarships that you’ll need to review for eligibility requirements to see if you 
qualify.

Black Excel  
http://www.blackexcel.org

Black Excel was founded in 1988 to help students and their parents successfully navigate 
the college admissions process. The site does focus on college admissions and 
scholarships for African American students, but don’t let the name of the website fool 
you into thinking it doesn’t apply to anyone else—it’s named after site founder, Isaac 
Black. There are a number of links to scholarships for African Americans, but also for 
other minorities, veterans, disabled, first-generation, and nontraditional students. Mixed 
in with the scholarship links are search engines, college search sites, and financial advice. 
You’ll need to scroll through this list and click directly on the links to learn more about 
eligibility, deadlines, award amounts, and requirements. Be prepared to spend some time 
with this website to check these links.

Black Excel is simple to navigate as everything is on one very long page with no 
navigation keys, tabs, or buttons—not necessarily a positive. To find the first link, scroll 
down the page (below the “Super Flash” heading) to “New! 500+ Scholarships.” This 
link is for last year’s scholarships, but click on it anyway. The page you come to lists 200 
scholarship links. Many of these point to other scholarship search engines/web portals 
and quite a few of them no longer function. However, at the top of the page, you’ll see a 
link that says “345 Scholarship Gateway—Click Here.” This link will allow you to 
download an Excel list of 345 scholarships, many of which we’ve never seen anywhere 
else. Some of these are obsolete, but most aren’t. This list is definitely worth going 
through, and gives you the name of the scholarship, application deadline, website 
address, and eligibility requirements.

As you scroll down, you’ll see more links for things like “1,000 new scholarships for 
2012.” There aren’t 1,000 scholarship at this link, but about 200 links to other scholarship 
sites, and they’re pretty much the same ones that you saw under the “500+ scholarships” 
link. Same for “200 free minority scholarships” (all of them; there are a few). One gets 
the sense with this website that housekeeping isn’t a high priority despite the many 
exclamations of “New!” and “Updated!” There are links going back to 2002 which surely 
have little value this many years later. Many of the links are broken or deliver “web page 
not found” messages.

There’s a lot of information on this page, but the complete lack of organization, with 
links interspersed with ads, offers for books, and articles on all aspects of getting into 
college, it takes some time to get oriented and start to find the information you’re after. 
Looking for gems in this pile of data is a bit of a hit-or-miss proposition, but we think 
they’re in there somewhere. This site seems worth plowing through, particularly for 

http://www.blackexcel.org/


minority scholarships, but you’ll need to set aside a big chunk of time to go treasure 
hunting.

Back to Top

College Financial Aid Advice  
http://www.college-financial-aid-advice.com/

College Financial Aid Advice was created by a team of parents in response to a lack of 
good scholarship information for their kids entering college. The site includes 
information on filing your FAFSA application, looking for scholarships and loans, 
tuition-cost rankings, student jobs, and a few student resources such as where to get 
cheap books. Although there is no scholarship search engine here, the site does have lists 
of scholarships by category via the links in the left- and right-hand sidebars. Scholarships 
by year, popular scholarships, scholarships by major, and scholarships for minorities and 
women are a few of the categories to choose from. If you get weary of the drier 
categories, check out the “fun scholarships” listings: the duct tape scholarship, the Star 
Trek StarFleet Command scholarship, the left-handed scholarship, the vegetarian 
scholarship, and the marbles scholarship are just a taste of the fun scholarships to apply 
for.

College Financial Aid Advice has lots of ads and AdChoice links. Make sure you know 
what you’re clicking on. But aside from that, this site has some good information, some 
fun stuff, no lengthy signup or information sharing, and is easy to use. A good place to 
start.

Back to Top

College-Scholarships.com  
http://www.college-scholarships.com

This website is owned by The American Educational Guidance Center, which also owns 
8 other college-related websites, a motley assortment of sites with links to colleges and 
scholarship search engines. (One of these, Guaranteed-Scholarships.com is reviewed 
below.) The timeliness of the information on these sites may be in question—the last 
AEGC blog entry is dated February 29, 2012.

The site provides some potentially helpful resources if you’re searching for a school, with 
quick links in the left sidebar that let you view lists of colleges and universities by state, 
religious affiliation, and schools for women, minorities, and disabled students. (You can 
find this same information by hovering over the “Colleges and Universities” tab and 
selecting from the drop-down menu.) The second tab, “Scholarship Resources,” displays 
four categories of scholarship searches to choose from: FREE Scholarship Searches; 101 
TOP College, University, and Scholarship Web Pages; Athletic Scholarships; and 
Compare Scholarships. The third tab, “Financial Aid Resources,” gives you a link to 
terminology, a free scholarship search link (same link as above), and a student loan 
calculator. The fourth tab, “College Tools & Tips” provides links to college and career 
information.

The “FREE Scholarship Searches” link in the drop-down menu under the “Scholarship 

http://www.college-scholarships.com/about_us.htm
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Resources” tab has links to 50+ scholarship search engines but no real reviews (other 
than the websites’ claims about the size of their databases). Some of the links are specific 
to certain states or countries while others no longer exist. You’ll find we’ve provided 
detailed information about many of these search engines in the previous section.

If you select “101 TOP College, University, and Scholarship Web Pages,” from the 
“Scholarship Resources” tab, you’ll be provided with a long list of links to colleges, 
coaches, tutors, online degrees, test-prep services, textbook resources, financial aid 
counselors, and more. Although this is an extensive list of links, this site does not review 
or evaluate these companies. One has to wonder why these companies are listed if they’re 
not reviewed or endorsed. Do they pay for a listing? If they do, isn’t this just a page of 
ads directed at students?

If you select “Athletic Scholarships” from the “Scholarship Resources” tab, you’ll get a 
list of various sites catering to college athletes looking for scholarships. College-
Scholarships states: “The organizations below assist students in finding and securing 
athletic scholarships and grant in aids. Be aware that most charge a fee and that our 
listing them does not constitute an endorsement of their services.” Some of those fees 
were hundreds of dollars! This is a big red flag for us, and we suggest you pass on this 
page.

The Compare Scholarships page no longer functions, which is too bad since this is where 
you used to be able to search for real scholarship results. We hope that this is a temporary 
situation with this site, since with a name like “College-Scholarships,” it seems to us that 
the scholarships section ought to be the heart of the website.

At this writing, there’s no real reason to go to this site unless you’re looking for schools 
to apply to. Even then, you can probably find a dedicated college finder site that has 
much more information than you’ll find here. Since our previous experience with this site 
returned a lot of scholarship results, it might be worthwhile to check back with this site to 
see if the problem with their search feature has been fixed. Until then, there’s nothing 
here that you won’t find more of on other sites.

Related Links:

AEGC Blog

YouTube: An Independent Review of College-Scholarships.com

Back to Top

CollegeScholarships.org  
http://www.collegescholarships.org

When trying to determine if scholarship sites are trustworthy, provide credible 
information, and aren’t trying to make a buck off visitors, we like to know who’s running 
the show. We particularly like to have this information in hand if we’re expected to share 
our personal data, which you will need to do if you intend to apply for one of 
CollegeScholarships.org’s scholarships. The About Us page gives the usual spiel about 
helping people pay for college, but there is no indication anywhere on the site (or the 
Web) of who “we” are. The only contact information on the site is the email address 

http://www.collegescholarships.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=INwnfQqGO-I
http://www.oncampusandonline.wordpress.com/


“info@collegescholarships.org.”

Despite the owners’ apparent unwillingness to be more forthcoming about who they are, 
we like this site. It contains valuable application information and scholarship links, it’s 
well organized, and it’s easy to use. We suggest you read the Home Page. It’s packed 
with important information on how to best use the website and provides links to salient 
topics on the site. Item #4 on this page points to the site’s search engine, powered by 
Google, that only includes “reputable websites” so “you won’t have to worry about 
arriving at any questionable websites or resources.” (You can also find a link to this 
search feature in the left-hand sidebar under “Spam-Free Searching.”)

We gave it a test drive and used “scholarships for women” for our search. It returned a 
whopping 210 million results. We scrolled through pages of returns and couldn’t find a 
single spammy link. We like this search engine so much we incorporated it into our own 
website. Each return has a link to the scholarship’s funding organization, where you can 
learn more about the scholarship, eligibility requirements, and deadlines, and access their 
online application.

Click on any of the tabs running along the top of the page to locate information on 
scholarships, grants, and student loans, in addition to useful links. The left sidebar allows 
you to Browse Scholarships, locate Resources, Browse Grants, and learn more about 
Student Loans.

Clicking on the “Minority” link takes you to a page with Types of Scholarships, Minority 
Scholarship Resources, as well as individual sections for each minority. Looking over the 
“Minority Categories,” you may be pleased to discover you’re a minority! (At least for 
scholarship purposes.) There are categories for Asian, Black, Hispanic, Interracial, 
LGBTQ, Native American, White Male (yes, it’s listed), and Women.

Clicking on the “Athletic” link will take you to a page of excellent links to reputable 
scholarships as well as provide you with valuable information. Unlike other websites that 
claim to have athletic scholarships, this one delivers on that promise. No spam. No fees. 
No wasted time. It even provides scholarship links by sport.

Searching by “Degree Level” allows you to scan for scholarships for undergrads with 
special links for adults, nontraditional, and re-entry students. There is a “Best Scholarship 
Selections for Undergraduates” heading that provides scholarship links for students with 
disabilities, foster children, military dependents as well as a “Popular Scholarships for 
Women and Minority Undergraduates” (the same links as you’ll find under Minorities). 
In addition, there are links to scholarships by major. You’ll also learn strategies for 
finding scholarships to fund Graduate-level study and doctoral programs along with links.

Other links worth exploring under the “Browse Scholarships” sidebar are “By Subject” 
and “By State.” These allow you to search for scholarships being offered in the state you 
plan to attend college and by your major. Also under “Browse Scholarships” is the link 
for “By Student Type.” This will take you to a page with nearly three dozen student-
specific scholarships including those for disabled students, nontraditional, first-
generation, at-risk, firefighters, and military. There are even categories for vegans, left-
handed, and tall students.

http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/scholarship-search


The last link in this section directs you to “Our Scholarships,” a page of scholarships 
sponsored by this website. They provide numerous scholarships for students who blog, 
design websites, use Twitter, those who major in Library and Information Sciences, 
engage in political blogging, or who are a minority or a woman.

Scroll down the Home page and take a look at the “Browse Grants” links in the left-hand 
sidebar. Click on “Overview” and you’ll find information designed to help you find the 
right funding sources, locate Federal and State grants, and understand grant categories 
and non-government grants. There are grants listed for nontraditional students, low-
income and disadvantaged students, minorities, women, and grants for military students 
and their families. Subject-specific (major) grants and degree-level grants are also 
covered.

All these pages contain a huge amount of information. Unfortunately, many of the links 
are embedded in the text so you will have to hunt for the information you need. The 
primary links often take you to another page of more text and links, which will take you 
to another page, etc., and it’s easy to lose track of which pages you’ve been to and which 
links you’ve already researched. On most pages, however, there is a list of pertinent 
scholarships at the bottom of the page, and these scholarship listings are worth taking a 
look at.

CollegeScholarship.org’s Resources pages are a gold mine of information and some 
actually provide scholarship links. The College Books page gives information on how to 
manage the cost of textbooks, which can be considerable, and gives a number of links to 
scholarships specifically for students to buy books. The Resources pages are worth every 
minute you spend reading them.

CollegeScholarship.org is definitely worth your time to explore. The site is attractive and 
easy to navigate. There are no distracting ads and no requirement to give any personal 
data (unless you apply for CollegeScholarship.org’s scholarships). There’s lots of 
valuable information here as well as scholarship links that you won’t see elsewhere.

Back to Top

CollegeWeek Live  
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/

CollegeWeek Live’s business seems to be primarily as a “virtual events” locus for 
college open houses, recruiting events, and live chats with college representatives. From 
the get-go, a pop-up screen presses you to sign up, even before you see the site. 
CollegeWeek Live is owned and operated by PlatformQ, LLC, a digital media company 
formed in 2007 that produces online events on CollegeWeek Live and a number of other 
sites that are primarily healthcare related.

The “Scholarships” tab takes you to a page with four scholarships listed. Three of them 
are CollegeWeek Live’s scholarships, and the other is from Buick (yes, the car people). 
Not much, in other words. We thought that if we signed up, maybe we’d get more. So we 
did.

Sign up:

http://www.collegeweeklive.com/


• Enter your Personal Information: name, address, and phone number. Click 
CONTINUE.

• Enter your School Information: gender, birth date, high school, GPA, test scores, 
ethnicity, colleges you’re interested in, and major. Click CONTINUE.

• Enter other information required. Click FINISH.

You’re taken to a Congratulations! page and will need to log in. Once you log in, you’ll 
find yourself on a page with an image of a trade show booth with a TV screen. If you 
click on a college, you’ll get a video introducing that college. We clicked on the 
“Scholarships” tab at the top of the page. What you get is a pop-up screen on top of the 
Trade Show page with a list of scholarships, the award amount, and the school 
sponsoring that scholarship. Most of the scholarships on the list do appear to be school-
based scholarships, and the only link provided for each scholarship brings you back to the 
Trade Show page and starts up the video clip about that school—with no scholarship 
information. There’s no targeted college information on any of these pages either. So 
what was all the information sharing for?

If you’re involved in searching for your dream school, CollegeWeek Live, although 
perhaps a little limited in scope, looks like an interesting and different way to approach 
your college search. If you’re looking for scholarship leads, however, you can skip this 
site altogether. There’s really nothing for you here.

Related Links:

PlatformQ

VideoNuze article (2008)
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FASTAid  
http://www.fastaid.com/

FASTAid is owned and operated by the Cassidy Endowment for Education, which was 
started in 1993 by Daniel J. Cassidy to provide centralized access to private-sector 
financial aid, including scholarships and grants.

It’s clear that we are meant to be reassured by the statement on the sign-up page that says 
“we are the good guys,” but you’ll still need to give your personal information including 
name, email address, home address, and phone number before you have access to the 
search engine. The rest of the site is accessible by going to the site map (a tiny link at the 
bottom of the Home page).

To sign up:

• Enter academic information and click CONTINUE.

• Enter organizations and affiliations: unions, organizations, and religious affiliations. 
Click CONTINUE.

• Enter personal information: family heritage, ethnicity, gender, marital status, and 
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interests. Click CONTINUE.

• Enter residential information: city, county, state, country, and citizenship. Click 
CONTINUE.

• Enter intended field(s) of study and click CONTINUE, then BEGIN SEARCH.

We got ten results, five of which were writing contests and one was an interest-free loan. 
One of contest award statements offered a monetary prize and an electric typewriter! 
None of these returns were targeted to the five pages of information that were required. 
There’s a “Saved” link on the toolbar at the top of the page, but we couldn’t find any way 
to save anything. One has to wonder when this site was last updated (the most recent date 
mentioned that we could find was 2007), and if the site is essentially defunct, why are the 
owners still collecting students’ personal data?

There’s really nothing on FASTAid to recommend it. The scholarship results were 
abysmal and outdated (a typewriter? really?), and the site as a whole is frustrating to 
navigate. Until the owners give FASTAid a little TLC and a lot more meaningful content, 
it isn’t worth your time.
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Guaranteed-Scholarships.com  
http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com

Guaranteed-Scholarships.com is one of the nine sites owned by The American 
Educational Guidance Center (see college-scholarships.com above). The owners of these 
sites are pretty upfront about who they are, but if you want to check them out, see the link 
for AEGC below.

The very top of the page states: “The scholarships listed on this page are all 
‘guaranteed.’” This statement is misleading and the subsequent disclaimer unimpressive. 
No scholarship is guaranteed. Not only must you meet the eligibility requirements, you 
must also do the work necessary to complete the application, assemble the required 
documents, and meet the deadline. Miss any of these and you’re guaranteed not to win!

Scroll down until you see the title “The Colleges: (listed alphabetically).” This site lists 
scholarships by college—starting with Albright College and going through Winthrop 
University. The list of scholarships doesn’t contain any links. This means you’ll need to 
see if the colleges you’re interested in are on this list, write down the names of the 
scholarships the school offers, and then check back with the college for application 
information.

We did find the scholarship requirements listed very enlightening, however. For example, 
Bluffton College in Ohio lists the following as one of its scholarship criteria: “$8,396 
annually to any first-time student with a 3.0 GPA and 23 ACT/1050 SAT”—not an 
especially rigorous set of requirements for this amount of money. Of course, whether 
you’d consider going to this school is another matter—it has a Mennonite religious focus 
that might not agree with your philosophical leanings. In fact, many of the colleges on 
this list are small private colleges with either a religious or gender-based (all women, 
etc.) focus, although there are some public universities on the list.

http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/


Overall, we found this site to be of limited value. You can get this same information by 
simply asking the Financial Aid Office or Admissions Office of any colleges you’re 
considering what scholarships they offer.

Related Links:

American Educational Guidance Center
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IES Study Abroad Programs  
https://www.iesabroad.org

IES Study Abroad Programs is operated by the IES Consortium, an organization of over 
200 colleges and universities dedicated to providing study-abroad programs for US 
students. In order to participate in the IES Study Abroad Programs, you must attend one 
of the IES Abroad Consortium member or associate institutions. However, their 
membership is impressive in quality and number of schools. Check to see if your school 
qualifies at http://www.iesabroad.org/study-abroad/advisors-faculty/consortium/member-
schools.

Click on the “Scholarships” tab at the top of the page. This page lists scholarship options 
based on your needs and eligibility. These scholarships are specifically for students who 
wish to study abroad at some point in their academic career. A variety of scholarships is 
available, based on merit, financial need, and diversity, as well as various grants based on 
your major or the geographic area where you wish to travel. They also offer disability 
grants and public university grants. There are numerous links available to explore as well 
as a search window in the upper-right corner of the page header.

If you register with the site, you’ll be able to request more information and order catalogs 
about IES’s programs and apply for them online. (It should be noted that you may apply 
for multiple scholarships, but only one scholarship is awarded per student.) You’ll also 
receive email updates about new programs, application deadlines, and special offers. In 
addition, you’ll have access to the IES blog and IES News.

If you intend to study abroad and if your school is a member of the IES Study Abroad 
Consortium, this site, with its many program and scholarship resources, is one you’ll 
want to take a look at. Those are a couple of big if’s, however, and the scholarships here 
are only applicable to IES’s programs. This is a specialized site, so make sure that those 
if’s apply to you and that you’re interested in the relevant programs before you spend a 
lot of time here.

Related Links:

IES Abroad YouTube Channel

Rate My Study Abroad: IES Abroad

Study Abroad 101 Reviews IES Abroad
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Immediate Scholarships  
http://www.immediate-scholarships.com

There’s no indication on Immediate Scholarships of who owns and operates the site. 
What’s clear is that whoever wrote the copy for the individual pages speaks English as a 
second language. Those pages are “Scholarships,” “Register Now,” “Financial Aid,” and 
“Online Degrees.” When we clicked on any of the links on this site, we got either a 
“Sorry” message or a Connection Reset message. In essence, there is nothing on this site 
but a few text pages that give you no real information. We suspect this site is defunct. At 
this writing, there’s no reason to go there.

Back to Top

InternshipFinder  
http://www.internshipfinder.com/

This subject is a little off the beaten trail for this book, but we thought we’d include it for 
all of you who are looking for summer jobs to help pay for college or to develop the skills 
you need for your career. InternshipFinder, created in 2009, is owned by M&L Research, 
an employment specialist offering employment research in the airline, cruise, oil, Alaskan 
fishing, and sports industries under JobFinderSites.com. To all appearances, M&L 
Research is refreshingly upfront about publishing who they are and what other sites they 
own.

InternshipFinder has lots of information on looking for and landing an internship, with 
many links to internships in a variety of fields: business, media and publishing, 
computers and IT, engineering, nonprofit, social media, sports, entertainment, and 
international. The site also contains information on resumes, cover letters, interviews, and 
creating a proposal.

True to its name, InternshipFinder has an Internship Finder. This feature allows you to 
use keywords to narrow your search to your field and/or location. The job listing we got 
when we used our keyword and location gave us a good return but certainly wasn’t 
exclusive to short-term internships, and actually, our search didn’t have any internship 
listings that we could find. Most of the jobs on our list were for permanent, full-time 
employment. Try using the word “intern” in the keyword, and you should find more 
internship listings.

You’ll notice that InternshipFinder’s search engine is run by Simply Hired’s Job-a-matic 
software, and it’s probably the money maker for this site. That said, it all seems to be 
transparent and above board, and we really didn’t see a downside to this for internship 
seekers.

The information on this site seems very helpful, and the links to specific industry 
internships also appears to be valuable. The search engine? Not so much. It’s not that it’s 
bad in any way—it’s just not targeted specifically to internships, having mostly job 
listings for full-time, permanent positions, which most college students aren’t in the 
market for yet. There certainly are internships listed, but why should a dedicated 
internship search engine require you to use “intern” as a keyword to get the results it 
promises? This search engine could be a good start, but look around for better-targeted 
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results elsewhere.

Related Links:

M&L Research

Simply Hired Job-a-matic

Back to Top

OnlineSchools.org  
http://www.onlineschools.org/

OnlineSchools.org is a resource for distance education for K through PhD students. We 
searched the site to see who was taking credit for it, and we got no information other than 
the royal “we” used on so many sites whose owners are not interested in public 
acknowledgment. An online search (which we do for all sites not identifying the owner) 
gave us some concerning results. One series of articles in particular, published on 
itworld.com in December of 2012 (see links below), talks about OnlineSchools.org’s 
policy of using infographics and other SEO sources to increase traffic to its site and boost 
its Google income. Another article in the same series identifies Consumer Marketing 
Network of Houston, Texas, as the owner of the site, and states that CMN also owns a 
number of other sites such as CollegeDegrees.com, CollegeAtHome.com, 
BestCollegesOnline.com, ZenCollegeLife.com, and apparently others, all in the same line 
of business.

What that line of business purports to be is helping students find online educational 
opportunities. But is it really? All of the above sites have exactly the same college/degree 
program search feature, a drop-down menu asking for your desired degree level, degree 
category (a short list of major areas), and subject (specific majors in each area). Clicking 
on “Find Your Program Now”/”Search Colleges”/”Find a School/etc. will bring you to a 
page with one result. We alternately got three college names from all these sites: either 
the University of Phoenix, Full Sail University, or Kaplan University, all for-profit online 
schools. At first glance, the left-hand sidebar on this page (again, for all these sites) looks 
as though you can provide additional information for a more targeted search. Not so. 
Read the fine print at the bottom of the sidebar and you’ll discover that you are about to 
agree to receive phone calls from one of these colleges to talk about their products. 
There’s also no real way to navigate away from this page. Unless you hit the back arrow, 
you’re stuck here.

To be fair, though, there are other sections of OnlineSchools.org that look pretty decent, 
if not entirely filled with shiny new information. The College and Graduate links under 
the Higher Education tab at the top of the Home page take you to pages that look pretty 
much identical. The introductory text is different, but the college finder and everything 
below that is largely the same. The college finder looks like it will actually give you a list 
of colleges instead of just one. Disappointingly, the links to the first seven colleges 
appearing on our list took us to the details of online degree programs with a 100% 
acceptance rate, which implies that anyone who can pay (or take out student loans!) can 
get in. But there are other colleges on the list not in this category, if that’s what you’re 
here for.

http://www.onlineschools.org/
http://www.jobamatic.com/
http://www.mlresearch.org/


We, however, are interested in scholarships, and where are they? We were actually 
contacted by an education researcher who works on this site, giving us the URL for the 
scholarship section and asking us to take a look. When we went to the site, we could find 
nothing that indicated where the scholarship section was, or that there even was one, 
though clearly there was—we had the URL for it. We finally located the links at the 
bottom of the College page under Learning Resources > Financial Aid. If you fall into 
any of the listed categories (soldiers/veterans, adults and working parents, disabled, or 
minority), these pages contain wonderful listings of scholarships. Each listing explains 
Who Is Eligible, What [the scholarship] Covers, How To Apply, and a link to the 
sponsoring organization’s website. (Not all of the listings on these pages are scholarships, 
however, so read the fine print carefully before you apply.) Most of the scholarships 
listed in these categories—not surprisingly—are applicable to online programs. Oddly, 
these four pages, although thematically similar, are formatted differently, which doesn’t 
really jibe with the otherwise very professional look of the site.

In addition to the splendid scholarship listings, OnlineSchools.org also has a section on 
open-access journal databases available for college research. This is a wonderful resource 
that is mentioned regularly in Google searches for OnlineSchools.org. (This is where we 
got the URL for this section.) We had to search for what turns out to be only a whisper of 
its location on the site. Once again, it’s at the bottom of the College page under Learning 
Resources > Academic Advisor. In fact, all of the seven links listed here go to some 
terrific and valuable information: a citation guide, an article about MOOCs, the science 
of taking breaks from study, a writing guide, and ways to succeed with your college 
application through non-cognitive measures, in addition to the open-access journal 
databases.

We spent a lot of time looking at OnlineSchools.org because it reflects some of the worst 
aspects of college search engines and some of the best. Sadly, the best aspects of the site 
are all but hidden from view while the worst squat fatly on the Home page just ready to 
make a bad impression. Although OnlineSchools.org may have corrected some of the 
problems mentioned in the itworld.com articles, there’s nothing else on the site to 
indicate that there’s anything other than business as usual going on here. Why relegate 
the most valuable information on the site, and the information most likely to attract traffic 
(for good reason) to an obscure spot at the bottom of a page, treating it almost like an 
afterthought? Our supposition involves dollar signs.

This site could be good, really good. But instead, like its sister sites, it has all the 
appearances of a conduit for certain for-profit educational institutions looking for paying 
students. By all means, check out OnlineSchools.org for the really good information it 
has. Go to the bottom of the College page and scroll down to Learning Resources. That’s 
where the good links are, and from there the good stuff. And for heaven’s sake, stay away 
from that “search” box lurking on the Home page.

Related Links:

Are For-Profit Online Schools Gaming Google (and Me)?

Beware of Fancy Infographics: Spammers May Be Lurking Behind Them

http://www.itworld.com/it-management/326481/beware-fancy-infographics-spammers-and-telemarketers-may-be-hiding-behind-them?page=0,0
http://www.ablogaboutschool.blogspot.com/2012/07/are-for-profit-online-schools-gaming.html?showComment=1353037059455


How Much Money Are You Really Worth to that Lead-Gen Site? More than You Think

Online Degrees with the Greatest of Sleaze

Back to Top

Right Choice  
http://rightchoice.net

Right Choice is a web portal operated by the Student Loan Finance Corporation, an 
iHELP student loan-servicing company working with the Independent Community 
Bankers of America, holders of the loans. The site includes college planning tools 
(starting in the 8th grade), a college search and comparison feature, career path help, and 
a scholarship search function. You can save your search results by registering for an 
account. (The account consists of various social tools such as messaging, adding photos 
and videos and sharing them with your friends, and has a Favorites page where you can 
save your search information. No profile information is required.) Registration is easy 
and just asks for your name and email address.

The search function allows you to search for scholarships by keyword or by using the 
drop-down menus to create search parameters such as enrollment level, gender, race, 
state, and major. You can also search by rank: type of award and sort categories. Each 
scholarship listing includes eligibility requirements, award amount, application deadline, 
sponsor contact information, and website address. On the initial search list, the “Show 
All...” link beside the scholarship sponsor’s name will return all the scholarships offered 
by that organization (pretty handy, right?).

When we used our school enrollment year and gender from the drop-down menus, we 
received 27 results—not terrific. Limiting the search to “Women Only” and 
“Scholarships” (under Search Rank) gave us 238 results—better. The keyword search 
will give you even more opportunity to focus your search. Clicking on the Scholarship 
Directory button will allow you to search by sponsor affiliation, general focus, and 
applicant circumstances. The Matching Sponsors button will give you their list of 
scholarship sponsors with a “Show All...” link.

The overall feel of the site is a little on the hokey side, and some of the search features 
are cumbersome and hard to interpret. Even more unfortunate, there seems to be no way 
to save any of the scholarship search information to the Favorites page, and one has to 
wonder about this oversight. Despite these drawbacks, we liked this site. The sheer 
number of ways to search for scholarships and the ready access to the sponsoring 
organization’s site will give you ample material to search for your scholarship gems.

Note: This is one of a number of sites that uses the Wintergreen Orchard House database. 
You may see some crossover in the results of your scholarship search between these sites. 
See the entry for CollegeXpress for more information about this database.
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ScholarshipDetective  
http://www.scholarshipdetective.com/

http://www.scholarshipdetective.com/
http://rightchoice.net/
http://www.itworld.com/it-management/328734/online-degrees-greatest-sleaze
http://www.itworld.com/it-management/328125/when-infographics-go-bad-inside-lead-gen-industry?page=0,0


ScholarshipDetective was established in 2007. This is another site whose owners fail to 
identify themselves upfront. We think, based on IP address, that the site belongs to Gen 
Tanabe, who also owns MoolahSPOT (see review above) and, apparently, 
CollegeIsPower, SuperCollege, and the Gen and Kelly Tanabe Scholarship sites. One 
wonders why the site owners are so shy about stating clearly who they are.

ScholarshipDetective is a straight-up one-page search feature. Enter your grade level, 
what year you need the scholarships for, your keywords, and away you go. Of course, in 
many instances, what you see is what you get, and that holds true with this site. We 
entered “engineering” as our keyword and got six listings, the first four of which were 
recognizable “scholarships” from other search sites. Using “women” as a keyword netted 
us 10 listings (with the same first four as above). Not a great return.

Clicking on the name of the scholarship takes you to the sponsoring organization’s 
website. It’s up to you to find the scholarship information and application page. Of note, 
clicking on the scholarship name to go to the website is kind of an odd experience. You 
expect something to happen—the page to change or another window to pop up, and 
nothing does. Until you discover that another tab has opened up in your browser and 
there’s your site.

With the paucity of results and the fact that almost 50% of those meager results are 
“scholarships” offered by other search sites, there’s really not much here worth spending 
your time on.
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Scholarship Mentor  
http://scholarshipmentor.com

Scholarship Mentor is a web portal containing links to scholarships of all kinds. There’s 
no indication of who runs the site or where the information comes from. But that seems 
to be not so much a reluctance to provide this as it is that the site doesn’t seem to be 
entirely active. None of the “contact” links work, nor do any of the “get our monthly 
newsletter” links. The dated information that we came across for the most part goes back 
to 2011, although the Home page has a list of scholarships whose deadlines are current. 
In any case, you’re not required to provide any information to use this site, so even if you 
don’t know who’s behind the scenes, you’re not giving away anything personal anyway. 
You’ll also find articles about the scholarship process, getting into college, choosing a 
college, and others in the same vein.

The lists of scholarships on Scholarship Mentor provide a potential feast for the hungry 
scholarship hunter. They are generally broken out into category—fast food scholarships, 
science scholarships, local scholarships. There’s a list of current scholarships whose 
application deadline is on the immediate horizon. The essay, poster, and photography 
contests are even gathered into their own categories so you don’t have to pick through 
them if you don’t want to. The lists do tend to be narrowly focused (as one would expect) 
and not all-inclusive, but if you find a category that describes you, you’re in for a treat.

We liked this site. It has its limitations, certainly, and parts of it aren’t current. But most 
of the links still work or at least take you to the site where you can explore further. Do be 

http://scholarshipmentor.com/


sure to check the deadline dates on the sponsor site for the most current information. You 
won’t get made-to-order results from this site, but the information looks genuine and 
meaty, and we think Scholarship Mentor is worth the visit.
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Scholarships360  
http://www.scholarships360.org

Go straight to the “Search for Scholarships” box on the right side of the page. Choose 
your grade level (“College Students,” “Graduate Students,” or “High School Students”) 
from the drop-down menu. Then choose the month of the scholarship deadline. Think at 
least one month ahead to allow ample time to complete the application process and 
collect the required. Then click the SEARCH button. Of course, if you have a 
Scholarship Portfolio, you can apply immediately.

We selected “College Students” and “January Scholarships” and had 31 results...a very 
manageable number to explore in one sitting. Although the bulleted list doesn’t look like 
it has any links, it does. Just click on the scholarship name and you’ll learn about the 
award amount, eligibility, required documents, and the deadline date. In some cases, 
there is also a link to the funding organization’s online application.

On each scholarship detail page, you can see more links at the right under “Popular 
Scholarships.” You can choose links to “Fall Scholarships,” “Essay Scholarships,” 
“September Scholarships,” “Video Scholarships,” and “Science Scholarships.”

You can subscribe to their blog and read posts reminding you of upcoming scholarship 
deadlines with valuable links as well as general tips and tricks to help you rock the 
application process.

We found this site a fast and easy way to jump into searching for scholarships. It didn’t 
require a Student Profile or return a massive number of search results to wade through.
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ScholarshipSearch.com  
http://www.scholarshipsearch.com

Sadly, nothing to see here but “sponsored links” (also known as advertisements).

Related Links:

YouTube: An Unbiased Review of ScholarshipSearch.com
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ScholarshipZone.com  
http://scholarshipzone.com/

ScholarshipZone.com and its sister site, FreeCollegeScholarships.net are scholarship 
contest sites, both offering entry into a $10,000 scholarship contest for the price of filling 
out their “registration” or “profile” forms. Here are another two sites that fail to reveal 

http://scholarshipzone.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=DwyTuEacq2Y
http://www.scholarshipsearch.com/
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/scholarship-coach/scholarship-boot-camp-2/
http://www.scholarships360.org/


anything about their ownership. Since the sites are registered with a privacy screen, 
ownership can’t be determined from whois.net. In our searches for information on these 
companies on the Net, however, these sites seem to be owned by Nili Malach, who also is 
co-founder of Vinyl Interactive, a lead-generation company. In addition, a 2009 online 
forum at University Web Developers discusses ScholarshipZone’s potentially fraudulent 
use of college and university logos in their advertisements that suggest a connection 
between the site and the schools. (See link below.) All of this rates ScholarshipZone 
pretty low on the trust scale.

You won’t find any scholarship information here, just a form to fill out and the hope that 
you’ll win. That the scholarships are actually given away is not in doubt. From all 
appearances, they are. But if you decide to register for this giveaway, expect your 
information to be sold to telemarketers who will start to email, text, and call you. We 
don’t think the odds of winning are worth it.

Related Links:

Vinyl Interactive

University Web Developers forum
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United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)  
http://www.usda.gov

The USDA has an extensive list of scholarships for students majoring in agriculture, 
animal sciences, botany, horticulture, soil management, and other related disciplines. 
There are also a number of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) and 
business scholarships listed.

Use the search window at the top of the page for a keyword search to locate scholarships. 
We typed in “scholarships for women” then selected “USDA.gov Only” from the sidebar 
on the Search page. We had 22 results returned. We ran a second search using “college 
scholarships” and had 18 results. If you click on “All USDA,” you will have many more 
results. We suggest that you re-run the search using a variety of search terms that apply to 
you (e.g., minority, disabled, LGBTQ, veteran, first-generation, nontraditional, your 
major, college standing, etc.). Each result is a link and a brief text clip from that link. 
When you click on a scholarship link, you will be taken to a page that may have more 
scholarship listings and links. (Some of these links are for Word, Excel, or PDF 
documents instead of web pages.) You will also find results and links for internships and 
fellowships.

Searching for scholarships on this site will especially benefit any students majoring in an 
area that falls under the purview of the USDA, and finding scholarship leads here is 
pretty straight-forward. You may have to do a little digging around to find all the 
scholarship links you want to look at, but if you’re majoring in any plant- or animal-
related science or business, this site is very much worth exploring.
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Mobile Apps

Students are constantly on the go and rely on their mobile devices to stay in touch with 
friends and family, connect on social media platforms, play games, and watch videos. 
Some students have discovered they can research scholarships on their mobile devices 
with apps developed for college students. We can relate and always look for ways to take 
advantage of apps designed to keep us productive and mobile. It’s easy to find 10 or 15 
minutes between classes, on a lunch break, or while waiting in line. Scholarship apps 
allow you to take advantage of the few minutes you might unexpectedly have available.

Sail Simple Scholarship Search  
Available at the iTunes App Store

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-simple-scholarship-search/id785376680?mt=8

Sail is a new smartphone scholarship app. The creators of Sail state as their mission: To 
get students to go to school for free by providing an easy way for them to find and win 
scholarships. There’s not much else to discover about the background of Sail, except that 
the Sail team consists of “a couple of college grads,” one of whom (listed as the 
developer) is Calvin Cox.

Start searching for scholarships by entering your student information: gender, race, 
location, school, education, major, GPA, and other, and then hit Find Scholarships. The 
resulting scholarship list gives you a way to sign up for email updates, below which are 
two sections for scholarship listings—by specific school (chosen under the above 
parameters) and a list of private scholarships. Each listing gives the award amount, the 
application deadline, and a description of the scholarship including eligibility 
requirements. You can hit the Apply Here button and go to the sponsoring website or hit 
Send and email the scholarship information to your computer or a friend. (It would be a 
bonus if the email fields—especially the From field—were linked to your contacts so you 
didn’t have to input every last letter.) You’re also able to save any interesting 
scholarships to My Plan.

Our profile gave us a list of three school-specific scholarships and 59 private 
scholarships. Notable among the private scholarships were the frequently seen “big-box” 
awards from companies like Coca-Cola, General Mills, and Kohl’s. There were also 22 
contests on the list and some of the ubiquitous “scholarships” from scholarship search 
websites. Not much of anything new on this list.

Sail is another new app that we think has a lot of potential for the future. No huge amount 
of information sharing is required, it’s got some nice features, it’s pretty easy to use, and 
the 99 cent sticker price is pretty painless. That said, the quality of its scholarship listings 
could use some improvement. The listings aren’t that bad, but they aren’t very interesting 
either, and certainly not up to the quality you can find on some scholarship websites. 
Nevertheless, this is one to check out and keep an eye on.

Related Links:

Say No to Student Loans

http://www.freemyedu.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-simple-scholarship-search/id785376680?mt=8
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Scholly  
Available at the iTunes App Store

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/scholly-scholarship-search/id640381740?mt=8

http://www.myscholly.com/

Scholly is a new app for your smartphone that lets you conduct a mobile search for 
scholarships. It was created by CEO Christopher Gray to make finding and applying for 
scholarships easier, and on a device suited to the way many of the college bound are 
accessing the Internet. Priced at just 99 cents, it’s a snap to test it out.

Working with the app is easy. Enter the eight search parameters: state, race, GPA, 
gender, need/merit based, grade, major, and miscellaneous, and then tap on Search. All 
fields need to be filled out to continue. (Note: There is a listing for None under 
Miscellaneous if no others apply.) No other information sharing is required. Tapping on 
an individual entry brings up a detail page with a description of the scholarship, 
eligibility requirements, the application deadline, and a button to go to the sponsoring 
website. You can save the scholarships you like and email the results to yourself or a 
friend to investigate in more depth.

You can sort your results by award amount, deadline, or name. For our parameters, we 
got 119 results. Of those, 78 were labeled as “deadline passed.” There were also a 
number of familiar contests on this list, but there were some listings that were new to us 
too. All of the listings are said to be “hand-picked” as the real deal before they go into the 
database.

Scholly is very easy to use and a great idea, reaching lots of people who use their phone 
instead of a computer to negotiate the Internet. It seems unlikely that you can actually 
apply for the scholarship this way and will eventually need to use a computer, but this 
can give you a list to start from. Scholly needs a little more tweaking, however. More 
than half of the results we got were past deadline—something that would seem easy to 
resolve. In any case, give Scholly a try. Although it doesn’t really measure up to the 
results you can get with one of the better scholarship websites, we think it’s got a lot of 
potential and may be a future big player in the scholarship search arena.

Related Links:

Scholly USA Today article

Scholly on TechCrunch
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Conclusion

To the better scholarship search sites, we owe a debt of gratitude for helping aspiring 
students to find ways to fund their education. To the not-so-great sites, we trust, given 
enough constructive feedback, they’ll improve. Our intent has been to provide all of you 
looking for scholarship with enough information to make the best choices for you, and 
we hope that we have been, in some measure, successful.
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About the Authors

Word-of-mouth is crucial for any author to succeed. If you enjoyed the book and found it 
valuable, please consider leaving a review, even if it’s only a few words. We genuinely 
appreciate it.

If you want to get an automatic email when our next book is released or books are 
updated and republished, sign up here. We hate spam as much as you do so your email 
address will never be shared and you can unsubscribe at any time.

Scholarship Opportunity Blog—New scholarships featured every Thursday with all the 
details and links you need to apply immediately. We review scholarship search sites and 
apps every Tuesday so you know where to find scholarship gold and which sites are a 
waste of your valuable time. Loaded with tips and tricks to help you stand out from the 
crowd and win scholarships. We also publish ebooks of scholarships for women, 
minorities, veterans and their families, LGBTQ students, first-generation students, STEM 
majors, students with disabilities, and an all-inclusive book for every student.
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Myrriah Lavin

Myrriah Lavin has been involved in writing, editing, and publishing in one form or 
another for the last 30 years. She has edited several small-press magazines and a number 
of privately published books. She has spent much of her career involved in writing and 
editing medical language, which continues to be a focus for her. She is a member of the 
American Medical Writers and Editors Association and the National Genealogical 
Society. She lives in a suburb of Charlotte, North Carolina, with her husband and three 
cats, where she enjoys lacemaking, genealogy, and gardening.

 

Connect with Myrriah Online

Smashwords: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/PineconePublishing

Website: http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/

Blog: http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/blog/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/MyrriahLavin

Google+: http://google.com/+ScholarshipopportunityOrg

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUjW95fVYc2aJ15PY-pXgSw

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUjW95fVYc2aJ15PY-pXgSw
http://google.com/+ScholarshipopportunityOrg
https://twitter.com/MyrriahLavin
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/blog/
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/
https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/PineconePublishing
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/our-books
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/blog
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/blog
http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337432?ref=PineconePublishing


LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/pub/Myrriah-lavin/7/460/29b
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Gyan Devi

As a single mom and first-generation, non-traditional, disabled student, Gyan learned to 
self-navigate the higher-education system because she HAD to. In 2008, she graduated 
with a BA in Psychology, a Masters in Professional Coaching, a 3.79 GPA, and a 
mountain of debt. While in college, Gyan struggled to balance her studies and health 
issues. As tuition fees piled up, she found locating scholarships was confusing and 
overwhelming. There was so much information she didn’t know which sources to trust or 
how to begin. Sadly, she’s not alone. Each year, students like Gyan juggle schoolwork 
and grades, class attendance and part-time jobs, leaving little to no time for procuring 
precious scholarship money.

Gyan devoted herself to tracking down scholarship information for students that she 
wished was easily available when she was in college. She believes students should have 
the opportunity to graduate without mortgaging their future or majoring in student debt. 
For the past ten years, Gyan dove into the world of higher-education funding, extensively 
researching legitimate scholarships, uncovering scholarship scams, learning how to 
effectively utilize search engines to save you time and money, and how to develop an 
impressive Scholarship Portfolio needed to win scholarships.

Gyan has been a self-employed educational consultant and publisher for 25 years and a 
professional coach for 14 years. The “Get a College Degree without Drowning in Debt” 
series is a direct result of her in-depth research and personal experience. When not 
writing, speaking to groups, or coaching students, she enjoys wildcrafting herbs to make 
herbal remedies, drumming, Nordic skiing, and exploring Vermont’s swimming holes. 
And, in case you’re wondering, her name is pronounced “Ghee-YAHN DAYvee.”

 

Connect with Gyan Online

Give her a shout out! Gyan writes about scholarships on the Scholarship Opportunity 
blog. She would love it if you dropped by to say hello, share your wisdom, leave a 
comment, or ask a question. You can follow her on Twitter, connect with her on 
Google+, check out her scholarship boards on Pinterest, or send her an email.

Smashwords: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/PineconePublishing

https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/PineconePublishing
mailto:gyan@scholarshipopportunity.org?subject=Ratings%20Guide
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https://twitter.com/ScholarshipsOrg
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/Myrriah-lavin/7/460/29b


Website: http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/

Blog: http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/blog/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ScholarshipsOrg

Pinterest: http://pinterest.com/gyandevi/

Google+: http://google.com/+ScholarshipopportunityOrg

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUjW95fVYc2aJ15PY-pXgSw

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/gyandevi

About.Me: http://about.me/gyandevi/
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About the Series

This book is part of the Get a College Degree without Drowning in Debt series and 
focuses on helping students find legitimate scholarships while avoiding the pitfalls of 
common scams and dead-end contests.

The series contains 8 books, each listing hundreds of scholarships for specific students—
women, minorities, disabled students, first-generation, nontraditional, LGBTQ, veterans 
and their families, and STEM majors. What? You don’t fall into any of these categories? 
Don’t worry! There’s a ninth book in the series that contains all-inclusive scholarships, 
and, with over one thousand scholarships, it’s the biggest one.

Each book provides students with scholarships tailored to their personal keywords, along 
with detailed information on eligibility requirements, award amounts, contact 
information, required documents, and links to the online application. Because they’re 
organized by deadline date, you’ll never miss a scholarship opportunity again. The books 
are available in three versions: Undergraduates, Graduate Students, and Internships & 
Fellowships.

  

How to Find & Win Scholarships

Are you a student or parent worried about how to pay for college and how much money 
you’ll have to borrow? Have you gone online only to find so much information you feel 
overwhelmed and stuck? This book gets you started by showing you the fastest and 
easiest way to use search tools that yield high-value results, locate genuine scholarships, 
and avoid dead-end contests and online scams. It reviews dozens of search sites, web 
portals, and mobile apps to help you select those with the best payoff, saving countless 
hours of wasted effort. You’ll learn how to unleash your inner entrepreneur, build a 
scholarship team, and utilize social media resources to locate and win scholarships. This 
book motivates and shows you how to get a college degree without mortgaging your 
future. Get it today and graduate debt free!

What People Are Saying About How to Find & Win Scholarships:

“This is NOT your average scholarship book. While many scholarship books list the 
names and details of the scholarships, this book takes a different approach by providing 
you with the search sites and ranking them. With so many scholarship search engines 

http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337432?ref=PineconePublishing
http://www.scholarshipopportunity.org/our-books


available this will save your college-bound teen valuable time and energy. What makes 
How to Find & Win Scholarships unique is: (1) the internal links that send you directly to 
the search sites; (2) the scholarship search engine ratings; (3) the extensive list of 
scholarship search engines; (4) the step-by-step guide on how to begin your search; (5) 
the list of online resources related to scholarships: blogs, podcasts and videos; and (6) 
demographic search links (i.e. military scholarships, minority scholarships, etc.)” — 
Suzanne Shaffer, Parents Countdown to College Coach

“This book clearly outlines the importance and VALUE of taking the time to find and 
apply for Scholarships…There are hyperlinks to numerous resources…I highly 
recommend this resource to any parent or college-bound student….” — Celest Horton, 
How to Pay for College HQ (Read Full Review on Amazon)

“This book was outstanding and truly organizes the whole scholarship process in a 
motivating way! I am now feeling empowered and not intimidated like I was prior to this 
book! Thank you for breaking it down and giving me access to such important college 
information!” — Julie Davis

“A quick, easy read. The information was practical and actionable. I liked how the 
authors challenge students to think of their scholarship search like their own home 
business. As “scholarship entrepreneurs,” students create a work space, set a schedule, 
and enlist a team of people to help…I would recommend the book to any student who is 
serious about finding scholarships online [and give it my “Stamp of Approval.”]” — 
Nicole Robinson, My College-Bound Baby

“…Packed in its pages is everything high school students and their parents need to start 
and successfully navigate the online scholarship search, from how to set up your 
scholarship quest as a professional business venture, use social media, and set up Google 
search alerts to lists of online resources, and even tips on how to avoid scams. The heart 
of the book is a directory of scholarship sites and apps in which each resource is 
described and rated for quality and effectiveness….the authors show you step by step 
how to invest the time and effort that can result in scholarship success. I highly 
recommended this book and the tools it provides.” — Betsy Blondin HQ (Read Full 
Review on Amazon)

“[T]his book gets right to the meat of the scholarship searches…It specifically 
advocates…using a team approach and including family, friends, and co-workers who are 
vested in your student’s success…it promotes social media as a great tool to organize 
others, as opposed to letting it be a liability…Overall, an outstanding book, that is must-
add to a parent’s collection before starting to search for scholarships.” — Jose “JR” 
Vazquez, College Money Man Podcast (Read Full Review on Amazon)
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Get a College Degree without Drowning in Debt: Scholarships for Women

This book helps women fund their college degree with scholarships instead of student 
loans. It provides hundreds of scholarships organized by deadline date. It gives detailed 
information on eligibility requirements, award amounts, contact information, required 
documents, and, most importantly, links to the online applications! This book will save 
you countless hours researching scholarships online. New scholarships are constantly 
collected and we update annually so you won’t get broken links or scholarships that 
closed down years ago.

What People Are Saying About “Scholarships for Women”:

“…[I]f you're a woman headed for college, this is an invaluable resource…this book has 
everything you need for a successful scholarship quest. The comprehensive directory of 
scholarships lists, by deadline date, more than 200 links to scholarship opportunities for 
women…There is little more if anything you could ask for in a guide to searching and 
securing scholarships for your college career!” — Betsy Blondin (Read Full Review on 
Amazon)

“Very comprehensive handbook in guiding families through online scholarship search 
process and how to avoid scholarship scams. The listing of scholarship opportunities for 
women is really helpful. The perfect ebook for families who want to avoid financial 
challenges in sending their children to college.” — Parent from Ohio
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http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/327491?ref=PineconePublishing
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